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IV PREFACE. 

subject, by eminent men, on various occasions ; it 
may be answered, that, notwithstanding the nu- 
merous and excellent discourses delivered from the 
pulpit, and issued from the' press, both in ancient 
and modern times, for the purpose of stemming 
the torrent of antichristian error, yet it is lamenta- 
ble' to relate^ that, towards the meridian splendour 
(tf gospeirday,. niany'^e^e infatuate dupes of 
popish >sapei9tition, whose spiritual interests and 
happy privileges ^nt them to a better choice; 
Mt let it be observed, that the huntible author of 
ftk work makes no pretences to excel ofhMP 
wviteis on ibisflfabject, nor. hopes' to be moresuo- 
eenful tiian they ; but because he was o6nvena»t 
with the. dogmas of popery, ^lexperieiMdiBd tlii» 
filings, n^cifives, ' and desiiei of it» rigid. tfni'inu^ 
meroiis v<»taries lantil he was neariy nineteen jekn 
of age, Iwhen, By the ' instrumentiJiiy of 4he Bibto,- 
and the influeecerof the SpirHol God, he M^ 
enuin'oipated from its beniglited ^t^dixAf and 
^'shbwnji mbie'«Koellent way,"' and Wtt«/*tbe Mih- 
ject of inpob ridionfo^ domestic blsreavemebll, per- 
sebotion,! and exile ; he therefi)i«i deems il right to 
oflbr to the -public a few reniiirkil relatlvd to tlM 
errprs of ilM papal creed, whiohwiU aaiply jiMtify 
hiiinDnconfovmity to it, and eounteraet and silence 
the itiilaient^ f ali y opiaiong of many fespecting Ww 
atliiB'fiivt totting out 



SooM Mld» ihat A "aeodar mofive ww flie tfi« 
wulustogiiohhaMBy/' asibeyoalkdil; Imttlis 
peiMoution and painful piivaiioiis he has under^- 
gone, ha?e long aiiiod pHt thai asaeriion to silaiiest 
Others declared that '* he was under a delusion by 
tha pcnvier of Sataaio inflnenes, and in a v^ Utile 
time would eiiher becocne th^ nsble object of 
Grod's displeasofle, or his new opimons would eva^* 
poratalikesmok^ or dwindle into nothing like Ae 
maifarootna of a day/' and he would again return 
wiih diaiae on his head. In this also, ** the a^ 
coser of the brethren is proved to be the fsither of 
lies ;" and instead of being in a deluaon that would 
soon evaporate, the lapse of more than nine years 
has only strengthened his impressions ; being fully 
persuaded that his veligious sentiments wiU be 
found to be orthodox in the great day of final 
retribution, and expecting the accomplishment of 
that hope which maketh not ashamed. 

Should this work come into the hands of any 
Roman Catholic who may favour it with his at- 
tention, it is requested that he lay aside all pre- 
judice, and exercise his own reason, that he may 
be able to discriminate between truth and error, 
as the author has done, who was once as zealous 
as any can be in the cause of Popery. And be 
it known unto all, that his renunciation of the 
errors of the Romish Church was not rash and 

AS 
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VI PABFACE. 

precipitate^ but the sabject of mature' ddiberation 
and diligeiit enquiry for nearly two years; so that 
die few observations here presenied are only a 
mere epitome of his former labours in the search 
of truth. 

Should his name be cast out as evil for attempt* 
ing to do good by exposing error, he rejoices 
at bang counted worthy Ihe honour of such 
rejproach; and if these few imperfect remarks 
should in the least degree bring glory to God and 
good to mankind, they will answer the sincero 
desire and ferrent pmyer of 

THS AUTHOR, 

JOHN MONAGHAN. 



REASONS 



FOR 

DEPARTING FROM POPERY. 



OBLIGATION and responsibility are &e 
principal iaeaa^ves to religions womhip, and th# 
bonds of social intercoorse in worldly economy. 
We are under obligations of gtatitade to God for 
all the blessings we enjoy, and aGcountable to him 
for the use we make of them ; but the claims which 
human beings have on each other, < however closely 
connected, are very, narrowly limitftd, as fhey. eit* 
tend no farther than the .common affaiis of thb 
life. When we have discharged the doties pe* 
culiar to our secular calling, we have done with 
man; and to God only are we aceountable for the 
things which relate to eternity. 

From a deep conviction, of the truths here as^ 
sorted, I stand against the fiiry of Popish opposi^ 
tion, supported by the word of God and the tesi> 
timony.of a good consdence, and exclaim, wi^>Sti 
Peter and the other Apostles, '' We ought to obey 
God, rather thftn men/' ^Wk. v, 29. For although 
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the laws of God and nature command us to obey oar 
parents, submit to our superiors^ and live in cniEuily 
with all men ; yet, when their demands, however 
urgent, run counter to the will of God and our 
eternal interests, the mandate ^f Heaven forbids 
us to obey them, oh penalty of incurring the di- 
vine displeasure, and completing the ruin of onr 
own souls. Our Lord says — ''he that loveth £ei- 
ther or mother more than me, is not worthy of me : 
and he that loveth son or dau^ter more than me, 
is not worthy of me." Matt, x, 37. But some 
pay no regard to this rule, for, without understand- 
ing or consideration, they thunder out volleys of 
oaths and curses against any of their persuasion 
who will attempt to deviate from the Jreligion (as 
they call it) of ^ir fbre-^faiheirs, hdwever low they 
may be sunk in the depths of superstition ; as i£ 
onr souls were not our own, or as if oar friends 
could acooont for as at the bar of God. 

How nncharitable and unreasonable then must 
it be, for any one to pcsnsecnte another for en- 
deavoaring to serve God according to die dictates 
of his conscience, when he must answer for 
himself at the judgment-seat of Christ ! Can any 
thing be more improbable, than to expect that a 
person in the exercise of reason, and enli^tened 
by divine truth, should be prevented by a feeble 
arm of flesh, ffom the enjoyment of Heaven's 
blesfings^ which are.freedom of will and grace, and 
the happy privilege of our auspicious govemnsent-^ 
liberty of conscience ? For allliough, at certain pe^ 
riods, cruel measures have been resorted io^ in order 
to impede the religiotts progress of eertann i&di- 
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vidoaky and render theni' sukenrient to the power 
of their «d?ei6arie8> andailhoagh their bodies have 
been bound /with chains in prisons, and by fire and 
faggots reduced to a^es; yet who could restrain 
die limits of their iinin'ortal desires, or withhold 
fbom them the cheering! consolations of God, who 
promised ''never to. leave nor feirBake them?" 
Therefore, as God is the stiength of his peojde, let 
all those who are ofa peraecutiBg spirit stay ^^ 
hands,, and establish their doetrine, if they can, by 
the strength of good example and power of aigu-* 
inent,'and not by compuMan.: 

The few observations here presented, are btend* 
ed t6 shew that " the, weapons of our warfare, are 
not carnal, but migh^, through God, to the pulUbg 
down of strong holds» Qastingdown imagihation^ 
find every Jbogh thing that exalte^ Itself against the 
k]iawledgeofGod/'.2Coii.x,4-H«5. As^justibeand 
tnitbaredue.taali, it:isbtttt)3a80ttab}eto«iiy,:tbai 
altho' the Chiiroh of Roiuehasgone astray euatd has 
wandered into: the d^viou^jwildStC^darblete and 
supiNistiiion,iy€il she aokaowledges the doctrines of 
the Holy Trinity, theaoearnation of tike Btemal 
Word* thiB necessity of good works^ the resarrec^ 
tion^ aad etsrtial rewards and.punlshmentsi It is 
to be iegi!etted that farther conces^ons cannot be 
made, but that we must henoe-forward behold la 
tissue of error, causing m to startle and r^eoU into 
the boisom of self-preservation, like a man bound 
to some distant land in. :a vessel of favourable ap^ 
pearance^'but which on a more strict examination 
i$.£(>u«d to be full of leaks and rottenness, from 
wbiehi; he tflies with, speedy to make cboicio iofiia 
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beltec. And vfbo, • hk tke ^xetdM o£ cftkoBAam 
womy doold eensii^ a man that, iiiS iiMicli'>iiiotift 
important conoemv wtraois bis feimer engaga mitt 
<oh' the diseoveiy of danger unseen before ? the* hem 
of naiuve and tbe voide of- Heaven crying aloud to 
kim, <<Etcape£Mfthjtliief" Gen. zix, 17^ And 
suoh lA the diseOvarf wkieli one imust tnake befene 
h^ can w^BifA from the Choreh of Rome'; for this 
iioiy mo&er eBteams h^nelf so hi^y^ that ah&M 
ibe iiiBt tinng she teacfaesiher eh&dnetP) i% that all 
athei8 are heretlcB bitt thomselves. 'Hiis and a 
few other superstitioM' impdms oro l^o ptiiAsipal 
fiartiof their rtiigioup hnthietion, ' for which Ifaey 
thbk t6o highly of diemmlm, and d^piee ethteiB« 
Vfcytjr ranst^^ tMvefore, reeeirean honesit Tiew: of 
tfiemnlm in this, oaao, before any of them eaii 
b^ome reputed h^rotics by the dAclaratioD of their 
holy but oflfended mother^ Such was the case 
tdtii the writer of these fines, who for neaiiy 
nineteen yeais was as rigid a devotee as over 
bowed to the shrine of Popery, and for a con" 
tiderable time took an active part m the service of 
the altar as derk, and strictly attended to all the 
rites and oidinaaoes of the Popish Ritaal. But as 
a detail of the circnmstances which led to his con* 
version from the errors of Popery wonld oocapy 
more tpace than the limits of lliis work will allow, 
and as this may be expected at some foture pwiod, 
let it suffice the reader to know, that the Bibb 
was die principal instniment, together with a 
tsdious controversy with an indefotiKable protes* 
tant antagonist for nearly two years, during wM<^ 
time the writer had reeoorae to eveiy ihii^ thai be 
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B^ as W poii^ Im 9 greater tokleBcy to b»» 
dawb ibfo to adorn ; «o, the more argument 1m 
use4» "tile wor9e bis oaiuse was made to appesr, at 
it bsougbl; eveiy tbUig to the toch-sloqe.of tniih, 
wliei?e 0f0fj eajstiQg ieSanaity was exhib^ad* 
H» Hien saw the fiiUe was tbe wonl abd nriU of 
Qod, uid was determined to give it an impaitidi 
ieadiag» makiiig it a matter of caneoieDoe to em^ 
bi?aoe the tniib wh«!iever it was found to exist; 
and in order to be undieeeivad* he prooared^ by 
privacy^ ibe Douaj Teetameat^ the au&orized 
veindoni of the Popish Chupch ; for although it i» 
called the aaihorized version^ yat the laity are 
porobibited to read it. Hem hornet with a greai 
iisappaixkiaMait for, instead of finding what would 
9^mgfiafm ImM aigUmeatSy he met with many: 
thi»gs Uy eoatoadict iQiem ; and he aren fmndi thai 
tha oateolusoi called the Chrisiian Doctrine, whieb 
be took so muck pains to learn in his youth, cmn-* 
pletelj cootRadiotod itietf, as m»y be seen m part 
oi Qm wiQiric Thus were the luddaa mysterieB of 
darkness brought to li^t by the madiog cd iha 
Gospel : then every thing appeared in its proper 
colottia; prejudices were removed, and salvation, 
was the oidy object in pursuit As long as tba 
snmllest hope of salvation could be entertained in 
the Popish Church, he could not think of leaving, 
it; but when every thing was examined, as the 
reader will see in the following pages, all expected 
hardships and privations were submitted tOy in con* 
fidence of the jGolfiknent of that promise of our 
Ltxi, — '' &ary ona diat haih forsaken houses, '^^ 
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brethTen, orsttteis^ or father/ or modier, or 
or children, or lamdd, for my name's sake, shall 
receive an hundred ibid, and shall inh«rit ever- 
lasting life." Matt, six, 29. But this promise 
was soon put to the test; for no sooner was the 
Gospel embraced, than the storm of. peneOtttion 
beat hard, and a compliance with former enoit^, 
or an open grave, threatened a further progress in 
the ways of truth. A silent i^treiEKt waspt^rred 
to either ; and the writer may say to Hie Bible, as 
the martyr did when he held it up in the flanaes, 
''It was thou that broughtesA me hither l" 

And now he proceeds to shew his reader the dif- 
ferent and particular groimds for "his leaving the 
Church of Rome, founding them on reason and 
Scripture, making Jesus Christ the sole bans of bis 
superstructure; knowing that, ''other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is JesoB 
Christ.'' 1 Cor. iii, 11. For altiiough Papists 
acknowledge him to be the Son of God who died 
to redeem us, and allow him to be sufficient, yet 
they have many redeemers beside him ; which will 
appear both dangerous and ineffectual, from the 
following considerations. 

That man 'has fiedlen from that state of primeval 
rectitude and spotless innocence in which he was 

C^ ced by the hand of his beneficent Creator, and 
sunk into the lowest depths of degradation and 
moral depravity, are facts which are too evident to 
be denied. Thus the whole human race, without 
exception, are by nature the degenerate posterity 
of Adam ; corrupt branches of the same corrupt 
stock, ''far from God and righteonsneas, possessing 
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the oaznal muid wMdi is enmitj agakiBt Odd.^ 
Rom. viii, 7. And in this forlorn condition man 
must have mevitably perished, had not God him- 
self devised a plan whei^^y to restore his apostate 
creature to his forfeited bliss; for man naving 
transgressed against an infinite Being, he, as a finite 
creature, could render no satisfaction for his offence. 
" Present for past" could " ne'er atone." " Rivers 
of oil and seas of blood must all have flowed in 
vain;" they could only be a finite oblation, which 
never could answer an infinite demand. Angels 
could not have redeemed man: they are only 
finite and created beings, and consequently could 
not offer an infinite satisfaction. Thus all human 
and angelic merit shrunk into nothing, when the 
inflexible justice of an ofiTended God cried out 
against the trembling culprits, saying, " Pay me 
that thou owest." Here the wretched transgres- 
sors must have stood speechless, being unable to 
answer the demands oi justice, or avert the stroke 
of punishment, had not the heavenly voice of r^- 
deeming lope sweetly interposed. This is beau- 
tifully described by our great Poet, when shewing 
the miserable and helpliess condition of man, the 
claims of infinite justice against him, and God's 
address to the host of Heaven relative to his re- 
covery. 



.(( 



— man, 

"To expiate his treason, hath nonght left, 
'* Buty to destruction sacred and devote, 
" He with his whole posterity must die. 
** Die he or jnstice must ;' unless for him 
*'8eaie other able^ and as wilUng, pay 
^ Hie rigid satisractiony--death for death. 

R 
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^ Say^ honp'jriy iwwen t viAere flMl «e i&d Boch love ? 
" Which of ye wiH be mortal to redeem 
*' Man's mortal crime, and jast th' nnjnst to save? 
*' He askM, but all the heav'nly choir stood mnte. 
** And ayence was ia hear^.'' Milton. Boole 9L 

Silence miglit well prevail at such a weighty 
proposal ; for any one of the highest order of an- 
gehc beitigs nhust shudder at the idea of becoming 
a substitute for man, to bear the stroke of oflended 
justice. But' the second pierson of the ever-blessed 
Trinity stepped forward, and offered himself to die 
fbrman, saying, — 

" Father, thy word is past; man shall find graces ;; 
" Behold me then ; ine, for him, life for life,. ,' 
^ I offer ; on me let thine anger ^11." 

Then might God the Father say in behalf ojf 
man, — '' Deliver him from going down to the pit; I 
have found a ransom." Job xxxiii, 24. Aod then 
might angels sound a louder strain than when 
chaos sprang into all the beauties and sublimities 
of creation at the word of Jehovah; for though 

''. 'Twas great to speak a workl from nonghty, 
'' 'Twaa greater to redeem." 

Thus, after the act of man's ledemption had 
passed in heaven, it might be said that God aoain 
visited h^ abject creatares, and proelaimeil max 
deliverance; and although shame and fear had 
caused them to hide ihemselTea amongrt the trees 
of the garden, it was then tiiat i£» dawn of 
mercy glimmered m die first Grospel promise, 
(Gen. iii, 15.,) whieh was fulfilled in the nuaess (tf 
time; for ''God sent biS' 8oa m the liheneM of 
sinful flesh, and fer sni ccndminad sin in Ifae 
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feett." Ram. viM, ^ Fur ha died in ow «tB|itl, 
"dieiju^for the nnjiMty 1ii«l he might Iningiisito 
God/' 1 Pet. ill, }& <Ml«vhig bwn made sw 
forus who knew! no sk, tha^ <we might be m e Ae 
the righteoosDflSB of GtwL in him/' 2 Cor. v, 21. 
*' He is the .ptOfHtistian >fer .our sms, and 'nolfor 
ones onlj, bat ^<> fer ithe idns -of the whole 
world." I J6lm\, ii, 2.' iri 10. > And he was 
fdUy. qualified £ar this, bein^ God wilh God and 
man with men ; '•' for in him dweh all the fidnew 
of the Godhead bodily/' C6L % 9. In whose 
Gortons person all the it.ttiibmtBB 'of Deity flweetly* 
harmonize ; for «n: &e day that ha suffered and 
died. for metOf the hi^iesi demands of justice wi»e 
fiiily satisfied^ whilst mercy was displayed in sa- 
ving the tmnsgressor : here, ** mtoroy and trath met 
together; 'righteousness and p^aoe kissed each 
otiier." Psal. Ixxsr, 10. And when the Poet 
viewed . ihe perfections of God delightfully har* 
monizing in the economy of mlan'^ ledemptioni li^ 
exclaimed,-— - ■« 

^ Here the whde Deity is kh6wn, ' 

'< Nor dareg a creature guess, • • 

>*WJdeh of the glories, brightest iheaet 

^'Thejustice^r the gpipe/' .^ .., 

. Here we may stand astwiidbed at the wisdom <^ 
God in the great mystery of godliness, ''God 
manifested .m the flesh." 1 Tim. iii, 1^. *' For 
without shedding of blood theie could be no re-^ 
misBion/' Heb.ix,22. Therefore, if Jesus Christ 
had be^n only God, he could not have suffered 
death; or onb" man, he «ould not have conquered 
deadly nor erasoted our redemption ; for God had 
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been too terrible for our gailt» and man too fraU 
for our relief; but God and man united in the 
person of Jesus Christ neither affiights us by hk 
majesty, nor discourages us by his frailty. For 
being God and man in one person, in order to 
unite God and man in one covenant, and to make 
peace between the offended Creator and his 
offending creatures, he died ''the just for th» 
Unjust, that he might bring us to God." And 
being perfect man, he could die; and perfect 
God, he could arise and not be holden by death ; 
for he burst the barriers of the tomb, *' ascended 
on high, led captivity captive; received gifts for 
men ; yea, for the rebellious also." Psal. Ixviii, 18. 
And there "he ever liveth to make intercesnon 
for us, and is able to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto God by him." Heb. vii, 26. Thus, 
it is evident, from reason and scripture, that we 
are not indebted to angels or men for our salvar 
tion, but to Jesus Christ only, who ratifies this as- 
sertion by saying,^ — "Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth : for I am God, 
and there is none else." Isa. xlv, 22. 

The drift of this argument is mevely to prove 
that there is salvation in none other (but Christ,) 
for, "there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved." 
Acts iv, 12. "He is the atonement for our sins." 
1 John ii, 2. Our "Advocate with the Father." 
1 John ii, 1. "The head of his Church." Enh. 
V, 27. And " The light of the world." John 
viiiy 12. This is the true doctrine of Christ, and 
the subject of the Apostles' mimstry; of which 
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I9t. Piml speaks' ^hm writhig to tbe GUatiaiiB. 
^There be some ihat'tPottlOe yew, and W^iild pre- 
vent ^heOospel of Obristrtbut ihough m^- or an 
angeMrom heaven, pfeach any other Go»pel unto 
von ^an that which we have preaehed unto you, 
let^im be accnxsed." Gal. i, 7*-^. But amongst 
^e vanous denominations' of processing christians^ 
Aone appear to 'have* subjected 'themselves more to 
Ibis censure than Ae pastors of the Ohurdi of 
Rome; for notwiikstarMJIng 'Bieir pretended sanc- 
tify; and lofty claims toevangelical pr^-emiBenoe, 
as being the successon of the Apostles, and the 
only true* ministen of Jeens Christ; yet they ex* 
dude him from hb diioes, tmd introduce in his 
^ad, penance, alms-deods, and masses, for our 
atonement; saints and angels for our advocates; 
fte -Pope for our -head ; and tradition and the com- 
mandments of men for onr rale and guide ! This 
is too evident to be denied, and too dangerous to 
be received. And in order to f recent 4he denial 
of this siat&ment, it is neoewary to commence 
with a deacr^tion of penance in their own 
words. 

Penance, they say, is a sacrament ii^istHuted 
by OUT Lord Jesus for the remission of dins ccmi- 
uittted after baptism ; its matter is the sins df thef 
penitent accompanied with, contrition, confession 
to a priest, and satisfaction .to God, by a faithful 
performance of the penance enjoined by the -priest 
to whom we confess; Ae eflfttetslare, rpinis^ion of 
sins, reconciliation /^o 'God,, iii'jresf oration and in- 
crease ofigfaee. Penai^oe, Aei?, osouronly jefuge, 
the only plank to save us after we have tnade 

Bd 
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shipwreck of our condcienoe by sin.* But ia 
order to inform the reader more folly of the natare 
of penaace, I shall further describe it according 
to my own repeated experience, in the following- 
manner. Private and auricular confession is mad^ 
to a priesty in which the person is commadded, 
under the penalty of a most awful ponishment, to 
confess all the sins which he has committed either, 
by thought, word, or deed, as £» as he can le* 
member, since his last confession. Th^, aflker re* 
proof and advice by the priest, he receives the ^tn 
of his penance, which generally consists in the re* 
petition of a number of prayers for a certain time; 
not always, or every-where, as the Apostle would 
have it, (1 Tim. ii, 8,) but according to the 
nature and magnitude of his crimes; to which may 
bo added a few Fridays' fasts, or a few stati(mt 
performed at Baal,t the Rick,$ Lough-dharg,|| or 
some other place of superstitious antiquity an^ 
pointed for that purpose. Then the veneraU^ 
father raises his hand and puts it on the head of 
the penitent, and pronounces the words of abada* 

* See Mannock'g ChrUtian Doctrine explained, pages 
14d--7 and 8. 

N. B. Althoni^li this book is here and elsewhere cal* 
led in this work by the name of Christian Doetriiiey 
becanse it is not known by any other ; vet it is a wrong 
title, as many parts of it are Antichristian. 

t Baal, — ^an old bnilding and a well in the West of 
Ireland. 

t The Ricky— the top of a lofty moontain in the 
county of Mayo, in form of a rick. 

II Longh-dharg or Derg, an island in the North of 
Ireland. The most gross superstitions are practised 
at these places. 
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tion; ialter which, the sacrament of the Lord's 
sapper is partially adminiBtered to him; (in one 
kind only, the wine being withheld from the laity ;) 
and he then departs horn God's supposed vice-' 
^lent with the hope of his sins hdng pardoned ! 
Now, in the name of reason and common sense, 
where is Christ here ? Nay, he is allowed neither 
part nor lot in the matter; and however this ir«- 
refiragaUe: statement of &cts may be sn^Med at 
and denied by the votaries of Rome^ who ge^ 
nomlly deny the truth when they have no other 
refuge ; yet I am a living wiitiess of what is here 
asserted, for I remember onee having made oon- 
fiession to a priest, after which he said, " Rem^nber 
I have given you absolution." But alas ! I found 
BO inwwrd change, no divine operation, or spiritual 
influence on my mind. Oh ! how unlike is this to 
the religion of the Gospbl! which is perfect love 
casting out fear. 1 John iv, 18. Faith work« 
ing by love, purifying the heart. Acts xv, 9. 
And justifying the ungodly. Rom. v, 1. ''He 
who believeth on the Son of God, hath the witness 
in himself.'' 1 John v, 10. 

Now this doctrine of penance is as false as it is 
absurd, having no scriptural foundation. For al- 
though the word repentakcb is rendered penance 
in the English Version of the Douay Testament, 
from the Vulgate ; yet it is evident that where our 
Lord makes mention of the word, repentance in 
Bay part of the New Testament, he means directly 
what he says, otherwise he could not have ex- 
tended mercy to the penitent thief oti the cross; 
who then had no time nor place to do penance. 
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Thus, aooording to the Popish Vcfraion^ wbkh is/ 
Except ye do penance ye khall aUferwhy- 
Iiord »mu8t eithei^ have coniradieted himsc^ 
could not be, or ihe peniteht thief must have been 
lost; unkss it can be made to appear, that he was 
doiQg peoaooe when he was suufiT^nng and dying. 
To this it may be answered, his sofferings and 
death were the ^enaky of the laws of his ooontiyy 
and that he suiBfered jnstty according to his* own 
words: '* Wie receive the due raward of oar deeday 
buit'this man. (meaning onr Lord) halh done no- 
thing amiss." Lake xxiii, 4]. It was not te 
account of the iluef s sufferings ihat Chnst Ibigwro 
hun his sins ; for on this ground he would have^ 
loKgiven the' other also, as they both safibred ahke ; 
but because he!repented with a godly sorrow, and 
believed in the ability aibd ¥riUingne88 of Jettu 
Christ to save Mm. fiut it 'is common with per- 
sons who hold opinions 'cohtrary to truth, wwn 
every other argument £uls them, toUee to 4«f 
omnipotence of God, by asking, ^' Is any thing too 
hard for him ?" But if men Espouse ialse opinions, 
and consequently are unable to defend them, God 
is not bound to wcurk miracles io. "please their mis- 
guided fancy; neither can 'he do 'aosy thing, id- 

^^^Misistent with his own dignity or perfections,, 
because, 'Mt is impossible for God to £e." 
Heb. vi, 18. 8ome ingenious forger :may indeed 
say that ihe thief's penance was completed. dn 
purgatory. But how could that be, when iie^ 

. never went to such a place? as is evident from 
the w(»ds of Christ,: who said to him on the daj' 
diat he auffired, — ^* To-day shalt (thou be with me 
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in Paradise/' Luke xxiu, 43. Meaning that very 
day ; unless paradise be purgatory, — ^to suppose 
which is impossible. If paradbe were purgatory, 
when Adam was created he was placed in pur- 
gatory ! and if it is such a place for purging and 
burning sins away, is it not strange that God 
flhonld put him there before he had committed 
any sin r Such are the absurdities to which the 
papistical doctrine of penance leads ! Penance, 
then, is no sacrament instituted by Christ for the 
lemisnon of sins committed after baptism, but a 
mere fabrication of modem priestcraft. For vAmi 
the Anostle said,—*'' If ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die ; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify me 
deeds of the body, ve s^dl live; (Rom. viii, 13;) 
he did not mean that we were to run into wild 
extremes by lying upon beds of spikes like Indian 
£Edceers, or cutting ourselves with lancets like the 
priests of Baal, or by walking upon our bare knees 
on sand or pebbles, lik» some devotees of the Ro- 
mish Cburdi, wbo suppose that by these acts of 
mortifbatioB and penance they not only atone for 
all their past mns, but excel others so much in* 
pie^, that they bring God almost into debt to 
them by their extraordinary and super-abundant 
acts of cruelty against themselves in the perform- 
ance of penance. But the Apostle meant nothing 
like ibis ; for he says, it is by the Spirit we are to 
mortify the deeds of the body: i. e., not in our 
own strongth, but, by the power and influence of 
the Spirit of God, to mortify the deeds of the carnal 
mind, — every evil propensity and ungodly di^>osl- 
tioD being destroyed, and the mind conformed to 
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the ynll of God; hy possessing that mind which 
wias dso in Chnst Jesus. 



Xy Alms-deeds, 

' An other pah lof the Atoneoie&t here mentioned, 
is that of elms-giving, or what is sometimes eaUei 
charity. This g^neroas act of christian bene- 
volence is incumbent on all nten, according to 
their abilities; and if it were only a cup ot cold 
water, it shall in no- wise lose its reward, if it.be 
perlbrnsed as an act of christian duty': but to ex- 
pect the most laudable actiota to atone for sin, or 
expiate guUt, is an inlult to the God of btoren ; 
for however strictly ite may j^ttend to the com- 
mandments of God, we cannot exceed our duly^ 
How easy it is for ev^n well-dispdsed peiBons to 
err here, by not knowing the scriptures or the 
power of God, and by placing fiiitii in a wrcng 
object ! For, howevec stvong! and powerful a aaa'e 
fiBiith nutY be, yet if, for want of oeing rii^ily in- 
formed, he selects an improper objeei it mil prove 
as ine&ctual to his salvation as if fae'bad no'fidth 
at all. For instance, God is the proper dbjeet ef 
our worship and .8en4ces,-^faidi and geodimsdca 
the sum of oar duty: bat if we make die 
merit of our works the object of our faith, in- 
stead of making our faith perfect by our works, 
(Jas. ii, 22,,) we rob God of his honour by making 
works our Saviour, and lose salvation byd^pead- 
ing -on the merits of christian duty, and not on the 
atonement of Jesos Christ None have any thbg 
lospare, •seeing that ^'aUhavesinned.aadcomeafaort 
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of ihe ^017 of God." Rom. iii, 29. Therefore, 
the peiformaBce of one good work cannot atone 
for tne neglect of another. Where then is boasting ? 
for oor Lord' says, — " When ye shall have done ail 
Ibese thing» whieh are commanded you, say, We 
aro mprofitable servants; we have done that wluch 
w«s our duty to do.'- Luke xvii, 10. 



Of the sacrifice of the MaaSy its nature and 

origin. 

BvTthb vain and supetfieial atonement, which is 
substituted foi^ th» merits of Christ by the Romidi 
Cbareh, does not terminate in penance and almsr 
daede: for to tihieiQ is added the mysterious 
novelty of 1^ sacrifice of the Mass ; whieh, like 
Melehisedec, is without fisither or mother, or any 
descent; for we eaniuot iind a passage in all the 
sacred writings either to reveal its ancestry or 
confirm its authority ! From whence then cometh 
this stranger of the earth, who was never known 
by |N!ophels or aposdes, but appearo to have been 
reserved to distinguish the favourites of heaven in 
Iheee latter days? 

As the sacred pages give Us no account (tf this 
strange sacrifice, except by disapproving of the 
improper garb in which it is wrapped up, namely, 
''an Hnknown ibngne/' (1 C6r. 14,) we must, 
in GtAfft to discover it propedy, consult the volume 
of nature, where we find it6 origin described in the 
pages of agricoHure by the hudbandman. There 
we find the firuit of the farmer's sheej^ and the 
juice of the vintagers grape, made into bread and 
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wine^ and afterwards beUeved to be changed into 
the real body and bloodi soul and divinitj, of oar 
Lord Jesus Christ, by virtue of the words of con- 
secrationy as really and substantially as he was 
b<»m of tiie virgin, died on the cross, and is reign- 
inff at his Father's right hand in heaven ! In this 
bdief he is offered in the Mass for the sins of the 
people, and afterwards eaten by the priest ! Sonoe 
of this kind of bread, but no wine, is given to the 
communicants, under the idea of being the God 
who created and redeemed them ! And in order to 
confirm this, when the priest adminiBters it to the 
people, he says, '*Ecce Agnus Dei qui ioUit 
peecaium tnundi;"* and then tells them that it is 
the real and substantial body and blood, soul and 
divinity, of Jesus Christ! Here are ignorance, 
idolatry, and the most infatuated delusion, as pal- 
pable as are represented by the Prophet in the 
xliv. chap, of Isaiah, respecting a man cutting 
down a tree, making a fire of one part of it to 
warm himself and cook his victuals, and of the 
other part making a god and falling down to 
worship it. For we find the priest and his peo- 
ple worship a god of bread and wine noade of 
the same malenals as those which so often con- 
stitute part of their richest banquets ; .and they are 
not content with worshipping him ooiy, but also 
eat him! And this god they tell us is perfect 
and indivisible, and yet he is offered and eaten 
in hundreds of places at one and the same time ! 
But if this be the real Christ who is offered so 

* Behold the Lamb of God, who taketb away the sin 
of the worid. 
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often, the priests who offer him diflfer very nmeh 
from the declaration of St. Paul, who speaks ci 
Christ having been once offered to bear the sins 
of many, and shews that he would not imitate 
the high-priest, whose offering prefigured him; 
for, sajs he, ** Christ is not entered into the holy 
places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in 
the presence of God for us: nor jet that he 
shouid offer himself often, as the high-priest 
entereth into the holy plaee every year with the 
blood of others; for dien must he often have 
suffered since. the foundation of the world; but 
NOW oNCf!, in the end of the world, hath he ap- 
peared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self/' Heb. ix, 24, 25, 26. 

But the Romish priests, it appears, are not 
content with this one offering; for they pretend 
-to make a God of bread and wine, and offer and 
eat him as often as they please! the nature of 
which they odl the sacrament of transubstantia- 
•tion, and tell us that it was instituted by Christ 
himself, which they attempt to prove fi-om the 
vi. chap, of the Gospel by St. John, where they 
take our Lord's meaning of the following words 
to be accotding to their literal sense: '* Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you." Now, if we are 
to undentand the words of Christ here literally, 
we must think that at his last supper, when this 
sacrament was instituted, he ate himself, and at 
the same time gave himself to be eaten by his 
disciples ; f(»r they all partook of the same bread 
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and wino together. And if ibk is the manner in 
which we are to nnderstand Christ when he speedra 
to us in figurative language^ then we nrast belkvse 
that Herod was a real fox, and lived ia a den in 
the earth ; Chi^t a door made'of 'boiards, and at 
die same time a highway made of gtonea and 
gravel; also, a solid rock, a vine, and aU his 
discij^ branches growing out of him; and his 
Father a re$i) man dressing this vine. To under- 
stand all or any part of this literally, would be 
worse than idiptism, and an abomination. And 
yet it is as reasonable as the doetrine of tran- 
snbstantiation. The bread and wine which our 
Lord blessed and shared with his disciples, were 
not flesh and blood, but the figures or representa- 
tions of them; for Christ had not then sufi^ied: 
therefore they could not have been his flesh and 
Mood, bu.t bread and wine, according to his own 
words; for although he cfdled the bread liis body 
figuratively, and the wine his blood, or representa- 
tion of it; yet, after they had received boAi, he 
said to his disciples, — *'l will not drink hence- 
forth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father's king*- 
dom/' MaU. xxvi, 29. 

But the passage, — ** Except ye eat the fleth of 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you/' — is figurative language, and the meatf- 
ibg is this : as our natural food is the sapport di 
our bodies, so Christ must be the spiritual life of 
our souls; otherwise we cati ha^e no life in us. 
As our souk must have died eternally without 
the virtue of ChrisfB atooeuent; so. £y sineie 
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Npantanee, and a lively fiuih in God, ditough the 
merits of. his safferings and. death, we have spiri- 
tual life through him, these blessings hawing been 
purchased for us by the breaking of his bod^ and 
spilling of his blood on the cross, of which the 
bread and wine were only figures. He is the 
bread or supporting means of eternal life, that 
eame not up out of the earth, ** but doWn ixotik 
heaven." Hence it is evident that our Lord's 
meaning isi spiritual and not literal, as appears 
also f^o|ii his reply to his d&ciples who murmured 
at his £scour6e, and said, ft was a hard 'saying, 
who cc^ld bear it? He answered them,-^"It is 
the Spirit that quick^neih ; Ihe flesh proiiteth no- 
thing : the words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit and they are life." John vi, 60— '63. The 
words which he then spoke related to * man's re- 
demption and salvation, oy the sacrifice of himself; 
and in the commemoration of which we are to 
receive the pledges of his love in the holy sacra- 
ment, as he has said, ** Do this in remembrance 
of me/' Luke xxn, 19. And St. Paul says, 
''As often as ye eat this bread," ' (not flesh,) '' and 
djdnk liiis cup/' (not blood,) ''ye da shew the 
LordiS death till he come." 1 Cor. xi, -26. 

From these reniarks, so strongly .c(nifirmed by 
our liords.owii words, it is palpable that the 
doctrine of tiansubstantiatioii is both irrational 
and aatiscriptural. Oh ! was ever God more dis- 
honoured, and man more degraded, even by the 
most rigid cast of Indians, than by those who be« 
lieve the doctrine of transnbstantiation ! and yet* a 
man under the light of revelation oiust be deemed 
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a heretic, and persecuted as a traitor, for leaving 
80 dangerous a doctrine. May God hasten the 
happy era, when pagan and papal darkness shall 
hide its gloomy felce beneath the refulgent glory 
of Gospel light ! 



Of the impr&per and evil use of an unknown 
tongue in the public worship of God. 

Another evil attending the Mass, is the mysteri- 
ous language, to many, in which it is celebrated ; 
for there are select portions of scripture read in 
the course of the service, generally taken from the 
Gospels, Epistles, and the Psalms ; and these, which 
are all the good that attends it, are kept from the 
principal p^rt of the congregation. Now, as in 
this part of the world Latin is not generally under- 
stood, very few can receive any instruction from a 
Latin Mass ; therefore, the priests mc\y be said to 
give no instruction in this service, but rather — 

<< Sullen like, lamps in sepufclires they slune, and 
« Enlighten but themselves." Blair. 

Whilst the poor deluded people, content to be 
kept in the dark, think there is a virtue in the 
sacrifice and holy water from which they receive 
much benefit. But where can the priest find an* 
ihority to justify such conduct as this? If there 
is any thing in the Mass which he does not wish 
people to know, why should they be censured for 
not attending it ? If it is for their instruction, why 
not express it in a language in which it can be 
generally understood? The general answer to 



Hah 4}iiestion is,-r-"Weie Moss to be ceTebrated 
in :a Ifloguage commonly understood) in course 
of time. 1^ common coW^boj would learn to say 
it V But ihia is a poor apology ; for if the Maes 
is good, so much ^e b^ter if all knew it; and 
if it .is otherwise, the world would be better 
Without it fiiSrt if we ask St. Paul, he will soon 
dedicb ^ dispute in thie ndatter; for he saysy in 
the 14th ohajiter of > iua first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, that ^^he that speakeUi in an un- 
known tongue,^. ^eaketh.not unto men, but unto 
Gody for no man understandethhim. Now, breth- 
ren, . if I come iihto' you speaking with tongues, 
wliat shall I profit you, except I shall ^»eak either 
by revelation, or by knowledge, or by proJpheQr, 
or. by doctrin|9? And even things wiUiout life- 
^ving solmd, whether pipe or harp, except they 
give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it foe 
known what is piped or harped ? For if the 
trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall pre- 
pare himself to the battle? So likewise ye^ 
exc^ ye utter by "die tongue words easy to be 
understood; how dball it be known what is spoken ? 
fin:. ye shall speak into the air." Here the Apostle 
condenons this mode of worship, and shews the 
speaker and hearers of suchto be barbaHans ; lor, 
says he, f' There are, it may be, so many kinds of 
voices in the world, and none of them is without 
sgnification. Therefore, if I know not the a^ean- 
ing of &e voice, I shall be ante him that speaketh 
a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a bar- 
barian unto me." He also tells us ofthe discord 
and confusion of such proceedings, saying,— ''I 

cd 
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wUl pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
nndeistaDdiog also. Else when thou shalt bless 
with the spirit, how shall he that occapieth the 
room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of 
thanks/ seeing he understandeth not what thou 
sayest?'* Hence those who call themselves the 
successors of the apostles, are condemned by him 
who was not a whit behind the greatest apostle ; 
who, instead of giving sanction to this procedure of 
the Mass, proves it to be false and absurd. What 
now shall be done to support this tottering fabric, 
as reason and scripture have left it without a prop? 

Although strange miracles and falsehood, which, 
are the last refuge of its votaries, should be re- 
sorted to, they cannot support it, and down it must 
fall before the face of truth, like Dagon before the 
Ark. Where now is the Romanbt's at(»iement 
for an, since he has rejected Christ as a Saviour, 
although he will not acknowledge it, and the sab- 
stitutes ho has chosen in his stead are proved to be 
ineffectual ? 

But before this point is concluded, it may be 
observed, that whatever vain subterfuge the Ro- 
mbdi Clergy may fly to, in order to vindicate their 
conduct in performing their public worship in an 
unknown tongue ; it is obvious that their motive is 
to keep the laity from a knowledge of the scrip- 
tures, and this great evil also ihey endeavour to 
justify by saying " it is dangerous to permit the 
laity to read the scriptures, because of theur li- 
ability to take a wrong meaning from them." 
But although they have attempted to prove that 
3t. Peter speaks against the reading cf them, there 
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is not a siogle passage in all the sacred writiagB 
thai prohibite any from doing so, but many to tiie 
contrary. It is said in one part, '* Blessed is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy/' Rev. i, 3. And again, we read that 
" all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly fomished unto all 
good works." 2 Tim. iii, 16---17. Here is hoik 
Uie authority for reading the sacred volume, and 
the utility of doing so set forth ; and it is not only 
our privilege to read God's word, but also our 
duty; for Christ commands us so to do, saying, 
" Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me." John v, 39. Here is a command given 
to the world indiscriminately, by Christ himself; 
and how can feeble man presume to oppose him ? 
It is therefore evident that the laity are pot 
prohibited by divine authority from reading the 
scriptures, but that they are, on the contrary, com- 
mended for their attention to them ; for of the 
Jews at Berea, who attended to the preaching of 
Paul and Silas, it is said, ''These were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
ike scriptures daily whether these things were 
so." Acts xvii, 11. Here the reading of the 
scriptures by the laity, as the rule of faith and 
practioe under private judgment, is commended 
by the apostles; which yet is condemned by the 
Chur<^ of Rome! St. Paul' also commends the 
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practice of knowing the acripiaras^ even in child- 
hood^ a time '.when holy, oiders are ont of the 
^eation ; for be said to Timothyy *' From a child 
diou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise onto salvation, through 
ftdth which is in Christ Jesus." 2 Tim. iii, 15. 
And if we even had . no divine authority for 
reading the sacred scriptures, general experience 
&ews, that iwhere one na lost by taking a wrong 
■leanHig from what he reads^. wresting the scrip 
tares tohis^own destruction, hundreds are lost for 
&e want of reading them. And < to prevent the 
laily from reading God's word> because some have 
abused it^ would be like, forbidding the use of 
wine> because some have .abused themselves and 
it by intoxication; or like prohibiting the use of 
razors, because some have terminated . their ex- 
istence with them. . If tlie general use of things 
were prohibited in order to prevent the abase of 
ihem^ we should soon be deprived not only of all 
the necesnoies of hfe, but even of life itself;, for 
what is it that has not. been abused, that has ever 
been within reach of fallen man ? But althoagh 
oar Lord has given the scriptures to mankind in 
general, as the rule and guide of their lives; yet 
they are now monopolized by the Romish Cleigy, 
who claim it as an ecclesiastical prerogative to 
dispense to the laity, as they please, thu sacred 
treasare ; for if any of their people dares to be so 
bold as to obey hii Lord by reading the bible, 
and, in the interim, be struck with the awe of 
popish prohibition,— *thoagh eternal life were in the 
next page, he most ^ut the book; and a i^id 
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comse of penance alone can wa^ oat the stain 
of the great transgression. But some deny this' 
when they are put to the test about it, and there*' 
lore add one evil to another. 

I was both grieved and astonished at the late 
controversy at Bradford, to hear appeals and posi- 
tive as8erti<Mis made diametrically opposed to truth 
and matters of fact, by the Rev. Mr.^ Macdonald, 
Roman Catholic Priest, of Birami^iam ; whose pro- ' 
ceedings, in opposition to indubitable facts, were, as 
I conceive, unoecoming the character of a gentle-' 
man and a professed minister of the gospel of Christ : 
for he stated that ''they did not prevent theit 
people from reading the scriptures, and appealed 
to such of them as were then present, if ever they ( 
knew themselves to be ike sidjects of restriction' 
in such a case/' • I would have contradicted* him; 
on the spot, ' only for the sake of order, and ex-*' 
pecting to be called upon before theconcluaon of 
the meeting. ' ."'•._•?.;: •. /' . » « • i 

When I first began to read the scripiures^ tb^* 
parish. pnest where I then lived was informed of it^ ^ 
and he called me to an aoconnt about it ; and when 
I had acknowledged it, he threatened me most >so-: 
verely with the sirititest penilential punishment, 
s&yingf '' Did you not know that the Church for- 
bids the laity to read the scriptures, after having so 
often heard me declare it from the altar?'' I an- 
swered, '' Yes, sir, I have often heard you do so; but ' 
I thought there could be no harm in reading thdmi" 
He then wanted me to make a promise to God and 
him, that I would never open the bible again. My 
reply was, '' Sir, this I cannot do with safety ; as 
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the bible maj be lying sbut«tt ajleidc or tabk^ aod il 
I should open it not knowing /wltat .booK it niglit 
be, then my promise would be ^bixdcQn/;' ^'WeD, 
but/' said he, "would not .you know it by the 
squares ia it?''. (I suppose the Rev. Gentleinan 
uj^^aot thet columns.) **B^ sir/' buII, 5' how could 
I seet thorn , until I shodid first open the book?" 
He.i.was^veiy mueh: displeased, with me for my 
disob^iebcei l»it bopei to 3recliam,!me agaiii, as 
be^t^ughj^; ior,he wkmad«<iMi.tQ'rCome. very soon 
to.qou^ion toihimt . iiiwaiiijniioh^raid of him, 
aa I :Wfi(s Ihen yottiig MtidtanAer^ .tod not atto- 
gather ioonmcedi of < all thBijerroHBiof thajcfauioh to 
whicih I at ihat- ttme^ bi^on^d: ■ yeti I. was inoia 
afraid of God, and ^ loss of my. own soul, than 
o£imy thing eke; and thii^ with divine aid,.andve- 
neali^ reading of the scriptoreB, endued me with 
fortitude to submit to. all privatiobs and peneca- 
tionsi which were not^a few* . 

I am ready and wOling at any time to answer 
WKf enqoii^ that may .& made^ respectmg the 
truth of what is hera stated j and I timi^ Mr. 
Macdonald . can find no apology here bv. saying 
they, don't do so in Bn|^biid, after advocating 
the esustence ,o{ union in thdur ehurch; finr.if 
such a unidn Exists as> he endeavoured 1o. prove 
does eXist» then we most think their church shoold 
be the same all over the worid. If so, then he has 
either. vidated that union, by diflfermgfirom tlie 
priosta in Ireland, or q>oken contrary to his ovm 
conacisnoe^ knowledge, and the established rules 
of his church of union, by d^iying the restriotioos 
of the laify to read the scriptures. 



FBOM POPBRT. SS 

If the Pope pvetends to be wiser than our Lord, 
by endeaTOUcing to dlsaDnul his oommanditient, in 
allowing none to read the sacred volume but the 
clergy, he ought not to be regarded, because it is 
the duty and privilege of all to read the scriptures, 
as appears from Ae words of truth, to which we 
have already referred. All cannot reo^ve holy 
orders; therefore some must either disobey Christ 
or the Pope ; because poverty is a prevalent dif- 
ficulty amon^ the lower classes of people, and is 
a barrier to edncati(», the jHX^liminary and es- 
sential qualification for ordination : therefore they 
may abide by their lot, for they shall never read 
the scriptures ; and whether poverty or riches pr»- 
vail, woe unto the female sax, for they are totirely 
excluded from all hopes of ever being ordained ; 
therefore they must never open the bHble^ on pain 
of becoming heretics ! But what does God say to 
his professed pastors in reference lo this subject? 
** My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
beoaiise thou haat rejected knowledge, I will cSso 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no ]mest to mb; 
seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God." 
Ho8. iv, 6. But wha:t an unspeakable blessing it 
is, that the Romish Clergy cannot keep the bible 
fixMn all ! for the Lord has raised a Wit^kliffe, a 
Luther, and many others, who, with christian zead 
and undaunted fortitude, hme plucked the' sacred 
volume out of the jaws of- the devouring dragoni; 
and now the Moors and Hottentots are tasting ife 
delicious fniit, and the children of Indians sihd 
KuTPpeans are leaiming to. lisp the sacred name of 
Jesus, by its happy influence : and we trast'soon 
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to sec the arrival of that auspicious day, *' when 
all flesh shall see the salvation of God." 



The doctrine of creature worship considered. 

As Jesus Christ is partially rejected, as the atone^ 
ment for sin, and Saviour of mankind, by the mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome, they also reject him 
as their Advocate, and introduce in his stead saints 
and angels; and whatever they may say to the 
contrary, they pray ten times to the Virgin Maiy, 
for once to God, in the prayer called the Pater 
and Avea, which they most commonly use; the 
•conclusion of which is this : " Holy Mary, mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now and in the hour 
of our death, — Am«i." Let none deny this, for 
thousands of times I repeated this prayer, and 
heard others do so too. And in the litany of the 
Saints, which is inserted in the Manual, there is a 
long catalogue of the names of different saints, and 
the name of each of them is mentioned separately; 
at the conclusion of which is said, — ** Pray for us." 

Now, is any thing clearer than that these are 
made mediators instead of Christ? and yet the 
ingenious Pastors of the Church of Rome, (whose 
extraordinary fiedth, and superior power, enable 
them to imagine that they can change any thing 
into every thing or nothing,) meet with no dif- 
ficulty in denying this, when the impropriety of 
it is questioned and found to be too shameful to 
admit of any defence, although their prayer-book 
exposes it to public investigation. Some of them 
endeavour to justify this practice, by saying, '' We 
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don't woiship ihe< saulitsy we only pray to them to 
pray for us. ' : But this apology makes the case 
no better, because it is putting them in the place 
of mediators^ which is tibe office of Jesus Christ. 
For the i^ostle sajs, '^ There is one God, and 
oae Mediator between God and. men, the Man 
Christ Jesus/' 1 Tim. ii, 5. 

But the practice of praying to the Viigin Mary, 
and the saints, is generaliy defended and justified 
in the following ntiaBiier : ** Suppose we had ojBTend-X 
ed a certain individual, and from a motive of self- 
interest desired terms of reconciliation ; if we could 
form an intima^ with the mother, or some other 
firiend of the onended individual, to plead for us, 
we should entertain every hope of success; and 
ought we not to avail ourselves of such an advan- 
tage ?" But, by the same rule of reason, we may 
argue, that if that individual had a son, who had 
already made reconciliation for us for what was 
past, and stood at the hall-door soliciting our ap- 
proach, to partake of the choicest treasures which 
ne had purchased for us, would it not be madness 
and foUy of us, as well as the grossest insult to 
him, to disbelieve and disregard what he said, and 
sneak round to the kitchen, to beg of the servants 
to plead for us ? This is just the case vdth those 
who pray to the Virgin Mary; for it dishonours 
Jesus Christ for them to discredit what he says, 
and trust more to hb servants for what they need 
than to him, because they are no more than servania 
of Christ in their highest stations of dignify. Some 
say that we despise the Virgin Mary ; but this is 
not true, for we allow that she ought of all nations 

o 
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to be admowledged bl«»ed> bat no object of cUniie 
worship or edoration : nor ought any other Miat 
whatever. And the practice of wondirpping sainti 
or angele, is not only forbidden by Ahnightv God 
himself, but also by oHe of those angeb who ap- 
peared to John the dtdne, in hissMved vision; 
when in his refulgent apnearance he exhibited so 
mueh of the glorious splendour iof tJ^e lieavenly 
world, that the apostle Ml down to pay him di« 
vine homage. The angel imnediatelj forbad him^ 
by laying,-^'' Seethott do it nOtr'i>am thy fcdlow 
servant, and of thy bmtht'en that have the tes* 
limony of Jesus r v^oiship God/' Rev. ais, 10. 

Where then is* the authority for worshipping 
saints and angels, when not only they forbid it» 
bat also Christ himself, when > Satan tempted 
Christ to idolatry of the basest kind, taking bha 
«p to an eaceeding high mountain, and shewing 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and- the glory 
ct them, and said nnto him,-*-^'' All tiiese things 
will I give unto thee if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me ? -' Then Jesus ^id unto fatm/-^'' Get 
thee hence, 8atfin, for it b written, Thou sbalt wor* 
diip the Lord thy God, and him only sfaait thoa 
serve/' Matti iv, 8, 9, 10. Mark die ezpressioa ! 
Aim only : this eUts off every vain apology for 
praying to saints and angels; for who dares con- 
trmct tho words of Jesus Christ? 

It appears that this great evil was practised, also^ 
by some in the days of primitive Christianity ; for 
St. Paul warns the christians at Colosse against it, 
in the Epistle which he vnrote to them from Rome, 
saying^— ^' Let no man beguile yen of your roward 
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IB a volustaiy bumility and worshipping of angels, 
Intrading into those things which he hath not seen, 
vainly puffed up hy hi» fleshly mind.'' Col. ii, ^& 
Thh is the true character of all ang^ worship- 
pers; for if on any pretence people forsake Christ 
as their Advocate, and attach themselves to angels, 
to act in; his.pliiM, they lose all the reward which 
he has purchased for thenoi* To preivent tbiau . ilb^ 
apostie waraa the Colossians to let no man bn^piiM 
er hinder. 4iein of their reward, in the virivQ of 
Christ a <«<i6n^ment and advocacy. This is bow^ 
wer done /by many, of theiar qwn mere volttoi^^ 
eboioe, having no smptuiie wamiit.for it; who 
thereby commit the sin of idolatry ; and being too 
wise in their own <ey eft to. be .taught by troths hiit 
vainly -putted np by their fledily minds, . they jmh 
forward into that gron evU against which Qod has 
manifested so much of his displeasure in, all agea 
of the world. Angels iffe aot proper objaols of 
woiBbip or divine homage, as they have no part in 
man's creation, redemption, or advooaoy with iba 
Father in behalf of mankind ; for the greatest saint 
now in heaven,- is as much indebted to adeeming 
love, -as the greatest sinner upon earth who staadil 
in need of mm'cy ; and the highest order of angek 
cannot comprehend its mystery, for they have don 
nred to look into it but in vain; therefore they 
have no part in the disposal of i^ only to rejcHca 
in its interest to returning smners. 
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Christ proved to be the Rock on which his Church 
is ouilt, and not St. Peter, or any other. 

When error is introduced amongst any de- 
nomination of people, and permitted by them to 
predominate over the better part, either by spiri- 
tual negligence, or firom secular motives, it is like 
the commencement of a plague, that disseminates 
its poisonous conta^on throughout eveiy part that 
comes within reach of its influence; and no mortal 
can tell the ultimate limits of its baaeftd ravages 
and devastation. When the Church of Rome 
began. to deviate from the written word of God, 
the only true standard of moral and religious con- 
duct, and turned aside to Popeiy and human in- 
ventions, she opened the iloed-gates of antichristian 
error, and deluged the christian world with idolatiy 
and superstition. 

' But it is not intended here to irritate' her advo- 
cates, who endeavour to establish the propriety of 
Aeir sentiments by assertions without proof. But 
reason, history, and scripture, step forward to bear 
ample testimony to the £eictB here asserted ; which 
are, that Popery is an infringement on the pre- 
rogative of Deity. For the Pope declares hinmlf 
to be the head of the true church, having power 
to pardon sin, give or retain spiritual and divine 
favours, &c., all of which peculiarly belong to 
God, and not to men or angels. For althou^ 
the Pope pretends to succeed St. Peter, in being 
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the iMad of the divuch, aQdtil^ro<;kQl» which U if 
built, Jesos Chrif^ si^ ib^ he hioiself ig the Hock 
•od Hee4) ei^d opt Peter orau^qthei;. 

Thus in hia di^cQuirpe vr^tb bis disoiples at tKe 
coasts of Ce8iu*ea. Philip]^ h^ asked tbexn, oayinft 
" Whom do qien 89y that I,. the S)oa.of man, amr 
And thay ^d, Soji^e.say |faat .thou art. John tb^ 
Baptist f* sorae^ Slias; and others, Jeremias^ or on« 
of the pjropheti^ He 9aith unto them, But whom 
9ay ye that I am ? And Simon Peter answered 
and saidf . Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 
him. Blessed art thou, Simon Bar*jona; for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father whiph \» in heaven. And I say also unto 
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this roqk I 
will build my ohurch; and the gates of hell shaU 
not prevail against it." Matt, xvi, 13, 14, 15, 16i 
17, 18. Hence it is evident, that our Lord had 
no reference whatever to the person of Peter as 
the rock, but to himself, who was the subject of 
Peter's confession aqd declaration, that he was 
Christf iho Son of th^ living God : and upon tbi* 
rock or doqtrin^ expressed by Peter, that Christ i« 
the Son of the living God, the church is builti and 
the gates of hell cannot prevail against it. 

And Peter himself makes good this assertion ; 
for, after his conversion, when he became a worthy 
champion for his Lord, being filled with the Holy 
Ghoet, he disclaimed all right to supremacy, and 
gave all the glory to Christ, and preached him to 
the people as the only rock and chief cornerstone 
of the church which he bad established; for when 

d3 
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Peter and the rest of the apostles were called in 
question at Jenxsalem respecting the healing of the 
impotent man, Peter stepped forward boldly, and 
preached Christ, and not himself, saying; — ** Be it 
known wito you all, and to all the people of 
Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ m Nar 
2areih, whom ye crucified, whom God raised frran 
the dead, even by him doth this man stand hen 
before you whole. This is the stfme which was 
set at nought of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner : neither is there salvation in 
any other." Acts iv, 10 — 12. And St. Paul cor- 
roborates this testimony when writing to the church 
at Ephesus, saying, — " Now therefore ye are no 
more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; and 
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
comer stoned Eph. ii, 19, 20. Here St. Peter 
has only his part amongst the apostles and pro- 
phets in that foundation which is laid on Christ, 
** the chief comer-stone ;" who has been head and 
foundation of his church in all ages of the world ; 
of whom Moses spake, saying, — '* He is the rock, 
his work is perfect; for aU his ways are judgment: 
a God of truth, and without iniquity, just and 
right is he." Deut. xxxii, 4. And St. Peter 
again says in reference to Christ being the rock, — 
" WherdPore also it is contained in the scriptures, 
Behold I lay in Sion a chief comer-stone, elect, 
precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be 
confounded." 1 Pet. ii, 6, 7. 

Now, from so many declarations contained in 
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both the Old and New Testaments, concerning 
Je^s Christ being the chief corner-stone and head 
of his church, it must appear to be antichristian as 
well as antiscripturat, to ascribe these offices to 
Peter or any other. Our Lord allowed no sa- 
prema(^ amongst the apostles ; for when there was 
a strife amongst them which of them should be 
accounted the greatest, he said unto them, ''The. 
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, 
and they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors; but ye shall not be so; but he 
that is greatest among you, let him be as the 
younger^ and he that is chief as he that doth 
serve." Matt, xxii, 24, 25, 26. And again, ** Be 
not called Rabbi; for one is your Master, even 
Christ; and all ye are brethren.'' Matt, xxiii, 8. 
Where is supremacy here ? or where can the Pope 
find authority for St. Peter being prince of the 
apostles, and head of the church, and he his 
successor, after so many declarations of God's own 
word to the contrary ? Therefore, let all those 
who believe and teach such opinions, ''take heed 
unto themselves and to their doctrine," for this 
same Jesus, whom they reject as their foundation 
and head, shall be their Judge; and if error ac- 
company them to the awfiil tribunal, St. Peter, 
whom they prefer as their head, cannot save them. 
Connected with this subject, there yet remains 
one thing more to be considered ; namely, what is 
to be understood by the keys given to Peter, and 
what was the extent of his commission in binding 
and loosing, remitting and retaining. Our Lord 
said io Peter, " I will give thee the keys of the 
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kingdom of heaven: and vhaitsoever thoa vhalt 
bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven : and 
whatsoever thou shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed b heaven." Matt, xvi, 19. And when 
the disciples were met together private^ lor fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came unto them» and he 
breathed on them, and said unto tbem«*-<-**' Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit 
they are remitted unto them ; and whose soever sim 
ye retain, they are retained." John xx, 22, 23. 
From these words, the pastors of the Church of 
Rome infer, ^'that the keys here mentioned which 
were given to Peter, were the keys of the king- 
dom of glory ; and that he and all the apostlss 
had power to pardon or retain sin, &c., and that 
the same power is handed down to them, as soc- 
oessors of the apostles, by hereditary inheritance." 

But this conclusion is an erroneous one, oc« 
casioned by interpreting the words literally, which 
our Lford used in a figurative sense, espressive of 
the apostles' authority or divine commission to 
open the heavenly kingdom of grace, or the gospel 
dispensation, both to Jews and Gentiles, Acts 
ii, 41. And this is plainly manifested by the 
opening which this key made at Cesarea, in the 
bouse of Cornelius. 

After Peter's Jewish prejudices were removed 
by his vision, which taught him to communicate 
the glad tidings to all, he preached Jesus unto all 
who heard him, saying, — "To him gave all the 
nrophets witness, that through his name whosoever 
oelieveth on him shall receive remission of sins* 
While Pefer spake these words, the Holy Ghost 
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fell on all them that heard the word." Ac5t8 x, 
43, 44. This word, by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, was the key that opened the gospel salva- 
tion, or kingdom of grace, to them, and then 
opened their hearts to receive it, according to that 
prayer tanght us by our Lord, — "Thy kingdom 
come;" wldch'was folly answered in the opening 
of this kingdom of divine grace in the hearts of 
those who heard the word. It is thus we are to 
understand our Lord's words to Peter respecting 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; for this is a 
metaphor borrowed from a Jewish custom of 
making a doctor of the law ; in whose hand was 
put the key of the closet in the temple, where the 
sacred books were kept, signifying his public au- 
thority to execute his office.* And such was the 
figurative meaning of the commission given not 
only to Peter, but also to all the rest of the apos- 
tles; for, before our Lord's ascension, when they 
were all assembled together, he said unto them, — 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature." Mark xri, 15. There they 
were all equally oommianded to use this key, or 
great commission, to open the kingdom of grace to 
Jews and Gentiles, in order to lead them to the 
kingdom of glory. And the reason why this was 
first addressed to Peter, appears to have been be- 
cause of his forward manner, and readiness to 
speak to our Lord above any of the rest of the 
apostles. This forwardness led him into many 
difficulties, and exposed him to many reproofed 

* 8«e Dr. A. Clarke's comment on this passage* 
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for which reason, in order to gbo him fie9h iD« 
couragement, Christ ofien addressed him partial* 
larly, in matters which equidlj concerned the vest 
of the apostles as well as him. 

Thus, in tbe use of the gospel key, or christiaa 
mission, they all had an equal part, as well as in 
the power of binding and unloosing, remitting and 
retaining sins. But this latter part of their misioii 
had nothing to do with the pardon of sins. To aap« 
pose this, would be dows^rigbt blasphent^ and m-* 
dignity against the Mi^esty of heaven^ for who 
can foigive sins but God only, against whom they 
are committed? 

But the extent of that authority in this caae ia 
as follows: the apostles having been so long ia 
company with their divine Master, that they bcH 
eame familiar, in a eertain sense, with the divine 
will, and imbibed the evangelioal doctrine; and 
being inspired by the Holy Ghost, which he 
breathed upon them, apd who was tbe powerfu) 
worker of all that was done by their. instFuoaen- 
talityj they were w<Jl qualified for the very im^ 
portant office of opening a. new dispensation; im 
which part of the Mosaic law was to be abolisbedt 
having been fulfilled, and pari to be continued. 
They were therefore auth^kri^ed to abolish or con« 
firm, to bind or unloose, : wharves. was nfces^ary, 
according to the dictates and guidance of the Holy- 
Spirit, who directed them v^hat to do; as he did 
to Peter, when the mesaengen from Cornelioa 
sought him. "While Peter thought on the viai^D. 
the Spirit said unto him, — Behold, three men 
seek thee." Acts x, 19. And as they had nmrii 
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dfffm^n to meet wiihi and many difficulties to 
•fiooimleiS ihey were encouraged and* supported 
with tlra truth of the promise, that as (>od dt- 
fected them by his Spirit what to bind and tin- 
hoBe, to- remit and retain, he would als6 sanotioti 
tileir conduiet, by ratifying in heaven what they 
peffortned on ear^i ; and by the gift of spiritual 
diBoefnment which they possessed, they hid both 
authority and knowledge whom to admit into the^ 
church, and who td exclude from it, and hjad' 
power to punish sin in a temporal way, by deliver*, 
ing to Satan^ to diseases, plagues, and even death, 
itself; as in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, by 
St. Peter; and Elymasi Hymeneus, and Philetus,, 
by St. Paul. 

Now, in all these cases, the extent of their com*, 
mission^ was exerois^ in remitting and retaining^, 
binding 'and loosing, in whieh notfaidg was done, 
without the special influence and power of God,, 
and Bet by human authority. Therefore it is the> 
grossest insult to the God of heaven, to ascribe to» 
any of his ^creatures the power or offiee of pardon*. 
ing sin, ordisposing^ of spiritual favours, whicht 
peculiarly belong to himself: for, ''Vain is the help 
of man;-' ** Every good gift and every perfect gin 
is from above^ and comeUi' down from the Father 
of lights, "With whom^is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.'' James i, 17. 

Having thus proved the non-existence of supre«> 
macy • amongst the apo8tles> the impossibility of 
th«ir power to pArdon sin, and dispose of 'spiritued 
blessings; I oome now to prove that the papal 
foww has no hereditaty or evangelical daim to^ 
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the office of St. Peter. For nothing can be mora 
notoriously fialse than to assert that St. Peter was 
the first pope of Rome, and all other popes his 
successors, when the holy scriptures prove him to 
have no authorily over the rest of his brethren; 
and we have no account whatever, either in scrip- 
ture or authentic history, of his having ever been 
in Rome, or that he at any time, or in any place, 
ever sanctioned the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
Such a thing did not exist in the days of the 
apostles, nor for hundreds of years after. 

As this may appear strange to many who are 
unacquainted wi^ the origin of Popery, it is ne- 
cesscuy to direct the reader's attention back to the 
early ages of Christianity, when it had neither 
name nor being on the earth. For after the Gos- 
pel had been established by our Lord and his 
apostles, the great enemy of God and man ex- 
erted his malignant power in raising up different 
sects, whose principles and practices were opposed 
to truth. As these increased in number and 
strength, they persecuted the followers of Christy 
and endeavoured to establish their own diabolical 
and heathenish systems. Nevertheless, the Chris- 
tians increased in strength and number, and about 
the beginning of the fourth century they were de- 
livered irom the galling yoke of pagan tyranny 
and persecution by Constantino iod Great, who 
took possession of the Roman empire, and after- 
wards embraced Christianity, about the year 314. 
He then evinced more zeal than knowledge in en-* 
deavouring to promote the interest of the christian 
religion. He issued an order that all the revenues 
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appropriated for the support of the heathen tem- 
ples, should be bestowed on the chcktian cleiigr ; 
and being so stranger to the tricks practised by 
the pagan priests, he ordered their idols to be ex- 
posed to the populace, that they might see in what 
manner they had been deceived by designing men ; 
and this occasioned multitudes of people to em- 
brace the christian religion, althou^ it is probable 
that many of them did so without being properly 
instructed in its principles, and that they might ac- 
quire emoluments by complying with the orders of 
the Emperor. 

Thus we find that in those days the form of 
true religion was not only profitable in a worldly 
point of view, but also fashionable, as more enot- 
braced it for a worldly motive than those who 
kept it for a heavenly one; and thus they con- 
tinued until they were too strong for their enemies, 
and peace and tranquility rested amongst them in 
a political sense. They now began to compare 
their present peace with their former sufferings 
under pagan persecution, which brought to their 
remembrance the zeal, patience, and fortitude of 
their predecessors. Those considerations raised in 
them a high asteem and veneration for the mar- 
tyrs ; but unhappily this was carried to excess, and 
produced some of the worst effects. Every thing 
that was circulated respecting these saints, was 
received without any examination, whether it 
might be true or false, and represented as meri-^ 
torious in those who possessed it. Nay, even 
certain monks* made a trade of going from place 

* Monk is the same as solitary, from the Deciaii per* 

B 
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to plaee aelfeg thebr bones and reRcn; and thk 

Jroetiee was much encouraged by tbe most oek- 
rated preaeheis of that age, naeh as Gr^ory 
Nasianxen, but particularly Crysostom, whoee 
great eloquence was very conducive to the en<^ 
^Muragement of superstitious practices; and some 
zealots pretended to have found the very cross ott^ 
which oar Saviour sufTered ; and many figures of 
ill were hung up in the different churches. St 
Ciysostom said in a sermon which he* prisaehed 
one Good Friday, in the great church of Con^ 
fitantinople, that this wooden cross was "the 
foundation of the church, the safety of the world, 
the deslruclion of heathen tsmples, the overthrew 
of their altars, the scandal of the Jewr, stad* the 
rain of the ungodly." Here was an incentive to* 
idoletiy; for great would be the influencef of such 
eloquence upon Oke minds of men, some of whom 
were only just brought over from paganism. 
Thus the sulMtance of true religion was lost in th^ 
ehadow; for the worship and veneration of the 
cposs^ the relics of saints; and martyrs soon became 
the leadbg principlies of their christianitjr. Sttdi 
is the cune of leaving God in prosperity ! When 
penecution' mged against diem, Christ war thdr 
portion, and the- only object of thehf love ; but n<$w; 

sectttionr in' the third centnry^ from which nttny Hed'tb* 
Ifae desertS'for nietfy where tliey dwelt in eotcageg- 
and cells i and< when peac$e was resteredy they prtfhmd 
tiieir beloved retreati to a retom to their native homes. 
Hie mofet noted of these were Pial and Anthony, two 
Bgyptiani, whom Jerome calli'tfae fkthers of the ctnis- 
tianJiermtls* 
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in pgyfiirity, thef hstre forgotten him, and are 
taaaed te lying vjuutiM. 

Bi;it, until &t fifitJi centmry die bishom of Roim 
BMidfl no effi>rt to ^toMiah the papal power as 
HBUwnai ; bot many opportuDities about tiiat tima 
mm afloidad, and tbea they began to gain 
gpomid, which wai chiefly owing to the removal 
of the seal of the empire from Rome to Comtanti* 
nople. The bishopf of Rome then became in* 
trailed with the cam of bodi etvil and eocleriattieal 
affiant and it was common, in that age, for bi^opa 
In fhQ. neighboitriag provinces to aend to the 
biahop «f Rome for hia advite in diffieult matteia* 
Thifl waa at fint an aal of friendship, until length 
of tinaa and euslom leduead it at last to a matter 
of obligation, and the biahop of Rome was not 
content with the power which he had over hia own 
paaple, but piesiuned io claim the right of it ovev 
the whole cnnstian wovld ; &r, in ihe sixth cen- 
Inry, a mena powerivl eSurt than ever was made 
b|y this hanghtjT pielaie, who was well aoqaain^ 
wUh, as wall aa deairon9 of, the claims of bis pra- 
daaoBon. This was submitted to by maiy widi 
gieat readiaaes; nor do we need to wonder at this» 
wken wa consider the gross igBorance of the times; 
for the whole christiao world, if it may be called 
so, was at that time a mere sink of iniqnity ; £dv 
heaiheD rites and ceremonies were artfully* in- 
troduced, instead of pure religion. 

It was at this time that the ceremonies of pray- 
ing to and for the dead were fully established, and 
eonsideaed as an article of fiaitfa. This waa at fits! 
a heathen eastern, and hy degrees crept in anoogsl 
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profossiiig obristians. The bishop of Rome gained 
universal authority over the church, not by peaoe 
or good-willy but by fraud and competition ; for 
many opposed him and refused to submit to his 
authority. The bishop of Constantinople wrote 
to him» telling him that all the apostles were 
equal to each other in rank and dignity, so all 
bishops ought to be the same> and consider each 
other as brethren. Many others beside him re* 
fused to submit io the Pope ; for, in the year 680, 
the council of Constantinople met to consult con* 
ceming the doctrine of the Trinity, and th^ spent 
much time in searching the ancient &then : they 
excommunicated and anathematised the then Pope 
Honarious, which proves that the popes woe not 
then considered infallible. 

Such was the discord and wickedness whiob 
feigned, or rather, raged, amongst them. But the 
pope still held his uniawfuL and arrogant ascen- 
dency, and in the seventh century he obtained a 
triple crown ; and in the eighth century so muoh 
did he prevail,, that. he get inany orders and De- 
gttlations established almost as they are at the 
present day. And thus the succession of popes 
was continued in Roine, though not without of' 
position^ for there was pope against pope, who 
excommunicated eaeh other. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth ccntiny, the 
council of Constance was held, and the reason of 
its being called was to silence a tumult and 
schism which took place m the church by the 
election of three popes at one time, who - all 
'^ ' ^ ^(^t to infallibility; and each of them 



thmiderad out their anathemas against the other. 
Bot at length one of these popes fled from th» 
TeBgeanoe of the council, and the other two, who 
weve competitors with him, vie., Gregory XII. 
and Benedict II., were deposed. 

At this time many entertained good hopes that 
tUs ooancU would reform many of the shameful 
abuses that had orept into the church; bqt in thisi 
tiiey wiere all deceived ; fer, instead of making any* 
amendment, they increased the cruelties and abo- 
minatioas wfaidi existed amongst them, and spent 
nmoh time in coodemniBg those whom they called; 
beietios^* John Hoss of Bohemia, and Jerom» 
of Prague^ were both condemned and egceouted by 
Older of tiie council, and the proceedings and 
ojHoions of Dr. Widtff were condemned many 
^18 after his death : and so great was their ktk-- 
placable hatred to him, that tibis council ordered 
his bones to be dug up out of the- grave where they 
had been forty-foinr> yeaiS' deposited, and burned 
to ashes, and diese ashes to ne thrown into th» 
biook which runs throu^ the town of Lutterworth. 

Such was the dnristian charity of that inAdlible 
church in those gloony days I B«t when any 
great evil is carried to an extraorditory heighi^, it 
must of necessity be> anested i» its career; and 
such waS' the case with die papal; power at this 
inqtortant crisis. For although^ they seemed to 
drive the world b^ove them, and crush the few 
wandeokig fol^lowem of Christ wherever they could 
find them; yet, in the midst of apparent safety 

« 9n AlUQfs Biomphy, vol.5. Art. Hess. 
t Lewis's Life of Wiclify page 136. 

b3 
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cund at the i^ll tide of flowing abominatioas, God 
made use of a simple instrament, in some measure^ 
to stem the raging torrent of their waaton iCurueltyr 
reveal the hidden mysteries of darkness, and open 
a way for the refulgent rays of the Sun of Righte*- 
ousness. 

Martin Luther,* who was a native of £islebefi»' 
in Satony, where he was bom in 1483, had re^ 
ceived a learned education, was a man of mental 
vigour and sprightiy genius, and had a mind 
naturally susceptible of serious impressi(H»; and 
in his choice of the different avocations of man* 
kind, he preferred the solitude of a monastic life> 
entered into a convent, and assumed the order of 
an Augustinian friar. There he arose to graat 
popularity. By his close application to study, aiid 
assiduous attention to the love of knowledge^ he 
had learned the scholastic philosophy and thec^ogy 
which was then practised by the ablest men of the 
day. But these were far from satisfymg his en- 
quiring mind, which thirsted for knowledge of a 
superior kind. To satisfy the desire of his pious 
feelings, he therefore dedicated himself to tiie 
reading of the sacred scriptures, having found a 
copy of the Bible which Imd long been neglected 
in the library of the monastery. He acquired saoh 
knowledge by it, that the monks were astonished, 
iar they were not accustomed to get their theologi- 
cal instructions from that source. 

Having thus risen to high esteem by his learning 
and piety, Frederick, Btector of Saxony, made 

* Dr. Robertson's History of Charles V., vol. t.pa^^ 

109. 
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him first teacher of phiksophy, and then of tfaeo* 
logy, in the university at Wittenberg; and here 
he floocished in good reputation, but was soon 
called to a more important undertaking, by means 
oi the following circumstances. 

Previous to this time, Pope Leo X. was ndsed 
to the papal throne, and finding that the revenues 
of the church were exhausted by the extravagant 
inventions of his two predecessors, Alexander VI:, 
and Julius II. This prelate being naturally 
liberal and ambitious of a great name, he could 
not be confined to the limits of his property; he 
had a great taste for pleasure, and a generous 
naiad in rewarding men of superior merit. These 
vnik many other things involved him in a long 
train of expences daily; and having tried every 
means that ingenuity could invent, to provide a 
fund equal to the demands of his extraordinary 
prodigality, the following diabolical measure was 
resorted to : viz., that of selling to the people, for 
money, indulgences* and pardons for crimes the 
most heinous. By this means vast sums of mcmey 
were accumulated in Germany, and a part arising 
from the profits of the sale of them was allowed to 
Albert, Elector of Ments, and Archbishop of 
Magdeburgh, who was the Pope's chief agent for 
retailing them in Saxony. Albert employed as 
his deputy one John Tetzel,t a Dominican friar of 

* Indulgences were first invented by Pope Urban II, 
as a recompense to those yrho went to conquer the Holy 
Land. 

t Dr. Robertson's History of Charles V., vol. $. page 
106. 
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Uoentioua morak, bat of an active spirity and who 
bad a gi£t of that ebquenoe which was. capable of 
inflaming the passions o£ men whose ignoKanoa 
and superstition allowed them to be tba ovednloiis 
dupes of glaring impositioD. Tetsel being asnsled 
by the Dominicans, used more zeal than diserelion 
in the exercise of his commission ; for altboni^ he 
made great pcogress at fitst^ yet the gross iiw 
regularity of his conduct and that of his compeers 
soon came to light, for they were often seea io 
scpiander in drunkenness, gaming, and base dft- 
bauchery, those sums which were given tkem for 
the purpose of obtaining eternal happiaeas. 

Thus their evil was brou^t to light, and they 
and their employment became the objects of difr* 
gust both to pious and profane. For although 
maxddnd were sunk in the depths of moral £h 
pravily, yet God had a few witnesses even thao» 
as he has had m all ages of the worUL 

But it is no cause of surprise in the view of 
mtiooal beings, that these indulgences should ha 
rendered odious in psocess of time, whea their 
effects proved most pernicious to religion and law% 
as they gave liosnce to unlimited <»ime8. For if 
any man purchased one of' these indnJ0BDoea» his 
sQul might rest secure with regard to its salvatioa 
for ever, and he had no need ever to be anxious 
about it any more» and he should neter have to 
sufifer the pains of puigatonr. The efficacy of the 
indulgence was so powerM, that the most heinous 
sins were pretendea to be foigiven, and the person 
was not only to bo free from all manner of punish- 
ment, but even of guilt itself. 



PROM POPBRT. 57 

Thbs the general restrictions of crioQinality hav- 
ing been removed in^the face of an ignorant and 
sopentitious populate, it gave the reins to the de- 
graded passions of Tetzers disciples; who violated 
laws both human and divine, to the dishonour of 
God, and the discord and tuin of human society. 
For honesty became a sacrifice to self-interest, and 
none who had indulgence could trust or be trusted'. 
The master could not depend on the servant, nor 
the neighbours on each other; for when their 
crimes were pardoned b^re-hand, they had no- 
thing to fear. 

The princes and nobles were irritated at seeing 
their subjects cheated out df so much money in 
order to fill the treasury of a profuse pope. The 
lew pious who were then to be found, were grieved 
and astonished at the triumph of Satan, and even 
some of the unthinking were shocked at the more 
than scandalous conduct of Tetzel and his con- 
comitants; But although at this time pri^fcraft 
was carried to an enormous degree, yet it turned 
its own artillery updn itself,' ^nd delated its (ywh 
pviiisaitB. For liiao^ '^ho were before wefi^raly 
attached to the prifnciples of Po^pery, were induct 
to inquire into the fundamental truths of the sys- 
tem which was eapable of giving sanction to the 
abuse of religion in the minds and morals of men. 
And when the whole was compared with the word 
of • God, they -were constrained by the force of 
tmth, and the impulse of their feelings, to renounce 
the papal authority. And amongst these was the 
active and pious Martin Luther before-mentioned, 
who took a leading part in the important work of 
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rending the walls ,of BaJ^yion, imd expMUig its 
abominatioos to tbe view of the W4xrld. For he 
declared from the pulpit, in the gceat chnrdi at 
Wittenberg, againgt the enormous evib of in- 
dulgences, examined the doetrines which they 
taught, and warned the pe(^le of tbe danger of 
depending on them for salvation, or any other 
means contrary to the word of God. This mm 
gladly received by many, and tbe eause of ti»1h 
beg^n to revive in Grermany mider tbe sanction of 
F|r/e4er^k fiUector of Sa:i^otiy ; and tbis refermaitlco 
broke out in different parts of Genmny t^ tbe 
same t|me. 4^4 the cause (ot tenth semned to be 
fke gwer^ inqMiiy; for Telsers wi^Attd pao* 
ceedin^, and lAdier'sfiime in opposing his frdbicy, 
jlMcame a subject of general inftersst and leasaieli. 
A similar jsonoem took plnce in SwitserlawL 
for the Franciflipea fnais were intmsted wkh the 
sale of indulgences in that part of the ceoatiy, mi 
their conduct was ns odious as that of the OaBedni* 
cans; but Zuinglius oppoaed them with iatrefid 
seal, and Luther got assiitaoee from diflsrail 
quarters, so that, against all the thundering anallM- 
inas of Rome, and the united vigour of ttie Pope 
and his cardinals, the Sun of Ri^teonssess beemed 
forth through the dense doud of obseurifey wUeh 
had hid him from the world about eleven iMuidied 
y^eiB, except from a few penecuted people in 
these dark ages, who opened their hearts for the 
wacming rays of his heavenly influence. TImis 
the woman returned from the wilderoess, (Rev. 
xii, 6^) and the old religion revived, whieb was 
first ei^Wisbed by Christ and his apostles. 
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Rocoaa Catbofics may tdi us, that the reiimbn 
o& the refoftnation 10 oi^ aboot three huttcbed- 
years <Ad; but tixb' asseitioii^ like then: doctrine/ 
ift witiiout foundatioB, and consequently must 
Ml-; for th^^'frfoimed church' is sancttoned by the 
appWbttJtkMi of heaven, and ^pported by the 
aaihoiity of God's own word^ And however her 
member? may be divided iiito different' denomina^ 
tion6 of pt^fesdng chrisTtun^; y^t, so' long as theV 
attrad to' die eisenti^ truths of Christianity, though 
Ihey may differ in minor points, thdy are all of 
one fold, urtder on^ Shepherd. And without' re^ 
gpeci to se^t or patty, all' those who serve God> 
and work righteousness, • are accepted of him, and- 
i^alL be acknowledged at the resurrection of the 

just. 

NoW, from this statement already given, we see 
as litUe of Peter in the papal' power and' sue- 
oeBsioii>> a» v^e do of Christ in their doctrine ; for 
dthofigh theiy acknowledge both by prbfession, 
tfae^ deny them in prbotice, and this cafanot be 
gainsaid, for the description already given ' of them - 
it Teedrd^ in the^ atinak of authtotie history,- 
Whi^ atl» open tothe W<»ld, and bear ample testi* 
mony to the &cts h^e' asserted. 

Bat notwithstanding the blessed e%cts of the 
itofomiatidn in different parts- of the- world, yet; 
gifeat and ifaoierous agre the existing evils caused^ 
by the Romish Church, which ht» introduce* 
into ihe^- world' axr alnfosi endleils train* of ehrrors, 
thirt httve-oversp^ead the^earthr and ekt^ifd^ tl^lF 
banefbl i^fidetfjsei ateotogst a gr^at'paH of the htt-> 
tmn fasm%. Th^se^^rtofi^ seem to beint^vwoven - 
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with the texture of their being, and it is almost as 
possible to remove mountains by a wish, as to 
remove these errors out of prejudiced and supeisti- 
tious mindsy without the interposition of God. For 
so long as the scriptures are kept from the laity-, 
who are denied the right of private judgment in 
their perusal, the great barrier to truth will be 
unshaken^ and all other eflbrts to promote amend- 
ment will be comparatively ineffectual. The 
pious missionary may exclaim with the prophet, — 
" Who hath believed our report?" The judicious 
statesman may reach the last extent of human 
thought, to know what can be done to conciliate 
murmuring subjects and dispose them cheerfully 
to submit to the laws of their sovereign; but in 
vain do they labour to effect their laudable design, 
in a genuine and permanent manner, until the 
cruel mandate against the circulation of the scrip- 
tures be first removed, and the layman be allowed 
to read for himself the will of heaven concerning 
him in that blessed book, which has God for its 
author, truth for its matter, and salvation for its 
end. This would be a greater blessing to the 
nations, than all the free privileges which might 
otherwise be conferred, and would be more ooi^ 
dttoive to the safety and interest of both church 
and stale, than all the combined fury of fulminant 
hostilities. For if the tree be firat made good, its 
fruit will be good. 

But some may be ready to accuse the writer of 
these lines with more, presumption than knowled^ 
in these remarks; but whoever they may be^ lie 
b^gB leave to differ from them in this niatter, as 
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the course* -of a long experieDce has given hunwi 
adtantage aboire many, of touching on the. root of 
the matter, and sounding the mystery to the very 
bottom ; haring possessed- motives and feelings in 
tmison^ with thereof many, ^ieh nothing biit pref 
judice could sanction, and scripture remov^. And 
although it is very unpleasant to flesh and blood te 
record such matters, yet when the glory of God 
and the good of mankind demand it, ev^ degree 
of reproacb in doing so must be cheer&Uy sub- 
mitted to. 

Nothing political has been intended to be the 
subject of disoyfision in these pages. The above re^ 
marks will therefore.be excused, and considered 
as 'meaning no ill to any, but merely to shew the 
neeessky and utility of the general knowledge of 
the holy scriptures, the want of which we cannot 
but deeply deplore; for who can tell the sorrow 
and calamity, devastation and deadi, caused by 
unwarranted admonitions by the Romish clergy to 
their people, who withhold tbe^^nuiine rnstralction, 
and administer death to precions>i immortal souls. 
Many of these poor dehided creaturss are.nmre.to 
be^pkied than blamed for whatever they may do 
impropeiiy ; foiv in the mystery of iniquity, they 
aref k^pt in the dark; and* in juktice it may be 
saidi of some of them, that from a secret impulse 
to do good; their • conduct in many cases excels 
their doctrine, and their zeal in the attendance of 
religioas' worriiip and ordinances would put many 
to the bhuh, and shews how. canable' of divine 
instruction they are, which yet, aos ! is withheld 
from tbeui. How shall she who calls herself the 

p 
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Motiudr Mid nnlren of «H ohnrohei^ araear _ 
kflii btfoM God in judgment/ w]4k ber hands djBd 
witk the blood of her chiidxeiK? '< For the inhar 
kitaali. of* the earth have* been made drunk with 
tiie.wine of her CeiIm doctnne;" (Rev. xvii, 2. ;)$mi 
although she nnj sit as & queen^ and pronuae beiv 
sell) no. smrronF, yet hnaneti dechues that, in one 
d^y thall her jad|^ent corner for strong is the 
Lord God who j o dgrth her : ** For her sins hane 
reached unto* hea«e% and God hatti remembered 
her iniquities/' Rev. xviii, 6, 7, 8. 

But what shall be done to difiiise the sanative 
balsam of gespel tidings through the daric places 
of the earth, to stay the maHgnant plogue of popish 
enror, and cure tlm deadly wouaos it has nmae? 
And whvoaa think me too earnest in this import- 
ant mafttsr, when some, who are dear to me aie 
in dangsB. of being swept away by iti baaefiil xm- 
'fdges ! Najf^ en such a theme 'tis impious to be 
calm. Tha.'faiw ef God is made void, by the 
Aoasisli ciei^y whoi ngeet; ii in; order to ke^ 
their «wn. tradition, ofid- '': Teach for dootiUMS 
thacommaiidmaiite»ofnM." Mait zv, ». Thojr 
have'Sit cK^brent tmiss assemfabdin.ooancils^ and 
fasg^d a^^tani conttiary to reaaon, scri^luve, aad 
the feelings o£ -humanity,, and. issued it forth inte 
thaiDwhl undsr tiie appellation, of Chnstiai^ Doer 
tiiae,' supported and sigaed by the fiJsa. seal <tf 
preleadad infiaUibiiiiy ; and imposed it upen a 
gwat auaabeD of the human taooy as-tharoni^sa^ 
wM^r to hoBMsv,. aod praamilictf.all ((hat fesitwhe 
dicM^t receive' it as faerdtioi^ And ao mnok i»th^ 
system the fiioadoi^daUciiM^ittriftiilibeiiriJ^, thuk 



a»y ^tiling maj «pcit>d 41b eennm «a[il«r llMn titol 
religion or experimental godlineai. Fbr wbrni 
swearing, •Mibbath^breakmg, drinking, (kncing, 
and singing 9ongs, are indulged in, tbose who pree- 
tise ihem are consideped jovial leilown, having 
giKKl hearts, and not d^ng nradh harm, as tbej 
are v^diin the pale- of the true ^m^eh, wh^re in- 
dfilgences and absolation ean be so easily obtliit»ed. 
Bdt let any of them be led to see km ruloed eon- 
fition, by #ie Itifluenee of God'«^M^ehl end Splril 
saying unto hS«i,^-*'If ye 'live after ■lllie fleafe ye 
^ifldl die ; and exieept ye repent and be oon^iMei 
yefdiall in no «ase eiMer Jirto the Jdogdom^^heaiteii.'^ 
If he foe thas led to secik. at»d lind pardon; and ttie 
lore ^ God shed abroad in his heart by 4he Holy 
Ghost given unto tiim« the greatest oiarm ttillbe 
Ihen exdited thai he is about to apostatise from 
the true fidth, and most be either peisaeated as a 
heretic, or embcaoe his former errors. 

Is this ehristianity? or is it aecerding to the 
dictates of fliehr own catechism, which asln-^Wha 
isachmdan? and Aen answers by saying, ^Ha 
who having been baptised, makes profession of 
believing in Jesus Chi4t, and of living according to 
his example and doctrine." But It is not accord- 
ing io the example of Christ to persecute any per- 
son for holding any doctrine, much less for hold- 
ing that of Christ himself. Therefore they are 
condemned not only by the declaration of our 
Lord, but by their own also. So all those who 
persecute others for choosing a creed diiiering from 
theirs, as a safer way to heaven, prove themselves 
to be enemies to Christ, to his example and doc- 
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Irine; and the source of SHcb a spirit is ignorance 
and saperstition. 

Such has been the spirit imd conduct of the 
members of the church of Rome, almost ever since 
they began to gain ground in the world, which is 
only of a modem date, although ibey assert the 
contrary by si^ying, " We were the first, and we 
shall be the last, our religion is the oldest." Well 
may they boast of its antiquity, for it is as old as 
Cain for fraternal discord and opposition to true 
religion; and for idolatry, /tis as old as Labans 
gods; (Gen. xxxi, 1&--30;) and Aaron's golden 
calf; (Exod. zxxii, 4 — 8;} yea, it is so old, that 
it has grown blind many years, ago, and the head 
Physiciatt has pronounced it incurable without the 
scriptures, saying, — " If they hear not Moses and 
the .prophets, neither will they, .be persuaded 
though one rose from the d^fMi•" liuke xvi, 31. 
And the words of the prophet vobj be applied to 
the pastors of this church. . '.' The leadens of this 
people ccmse them to err, and .insibaad of being the 
heed, it is said that the prophet that teacheth lies 
be is. the taU." ..{sa. ix, 15, 16.. 
( These • are .proper lapplicatipos and. true comr 
parisons, of wjbiph* I am a livipg witijiess, for 1 
have discovered the. errors and feb the persecutions 
of the church of Rome. 
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And now I com^ (q $hew her uhlatry in Imajg^ 

Worship* 

ao^aaiy i)^ ib^ir m(^> dediuring wb^t tw(i9 1^ 
tjtl^ gfxm^i £Ood of society 9od 9peci«l i^twosts 4f 
fl90][^ku^, th«r lay lAma to tbd fratitu^^ xd their 
heaiers, and des^ry^ hie jliatened to with dpoUUjr 
gad ^teotipOt. J9u^ 1^ tile whole learth be jifent 
tp ihe voip^.pf Qod &<m Mount Siooi, s9.yiQgy*<«-* 
*^TbPU «h^t »ot fl:^e.uoto thyself (wy gr»v«» 
i|XUW^> < ^ ^i^y lil^eo^fi?, pf any thing 1^i is in 
hj»|iy/ei) i^bovp, or j^^t 19 in the maik hene^tiiy or 
th^ i3 in the v^r wuier the earth; thou sh4t 
Qot bov dowp thyself to them nor serve them ; 
for I am the Lo?:d thy God." Ex. xx, 4, 5. 
The Pope of Borne seems to set God at defiai^^ 
in this commandment^ by coptradictiog and yiola- 
ting it in every ppini^ and setting himsdf up in 
the office of God, to issue divine laws, pardon sin* 
and dispose of divine blessingfs; and this. is done 
w^ all deceivableness, and with ^ns and lying 
wonders by him who opposeth aj^d exalteth him* 
9^ above 4II that 13 called Qod or that is wor- 
shipped; sp that he »^ Q.od sUteth in the temple 
Qr pjk0 of Qod, jewing himsplf that he is p^. 
2 Thes. ii, 4 — 9' Fp? making images and dc«w«- 
ing likepefses of, pur $*vipur> the Virgin Mftiy* 
wi th^ Slants, j^^^ exhibiting them in phf^pM 

and places of worship, and bowing down to them, 
18 an inoessf^t pr^ctipe in thp pojwb cb»iicfa« 
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aa image tnada Vkm lo eonuftiUe Juan." Ram. 
i, 22, 28. 

Tbiis doas it aipp^ar that the Roman CaihMm 
am «on4enme4 for holding and maintaining er- 
roneous doctrines and idolailvous praetioes. And 
then, alas! a bad cause prednees bad cooseiiaeai- 
oes{ fer, <' If dM blind lead the blind, bothahaU 
fall into ^ ditch." Maitt. xt, 14. But after all 
&at has been proved on this point, both bjr mMut 
of fast and the testimony of heaven ; jet some may 
be ready io eomvecale in older to evade oeosBva, 
by saying, ''We de not vielaiie the eommand- 
meats of God in any degme by making ime0Bi» 
as we don't worship, but 4»nly venemte tham en 
aeeottnt of what they npvesfmt'' But this evasioa 
is vain, beoause the commandoMnt is first violated 
IB the d^ealion ef the images. " Thou shtdi 
nai fnake unto ih^wlf, ife" And secondly, in 
b«wfing down to them; foritiissid, ''Tiionshali 
not bow d(yvrn to them/' It is not only snperAar 
ena worship, bnt gross idolaify and nnprofitaUa 
Bonaease, to attend the shadow of wonhip instead 
plt^ safastance; for if all the time that is lost in 
praying to saints and angsls, and bowing to imaess^ 
wwe ment in praying fervandy to the tnie wA, 
file only object of £vine adnratioB, a real and 
sairiag change of heart and hfe would soon be the 
happy result; and the £slse and uncharitable 
Muiion, tbqit all out <rf the pftle of the Romish 
dhnrch most be los^ would pot so powerfelly 
pndoBunate. But tb|s bigotted notien also ia a 
pwvalent evil, and aijuiit nowerfhl baniar againal 
die progress of tnidi, mieh uraii be vsiooaed 
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befbrat the geniiine doctrine of ihel gospel. can; be^ 
rec^¥ed. *' God is no respecter of persons; but in 
every nation be that feaxeib bim, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him/' Acts x,- 
34,35, 

Bat another evaskni from the censure, of idolatiy. 
in image worship, is, that it is no greater.au evil jto 
make images io lepres^t the saints, than * it b tO; 
stamp an imi^ on coin, td trqireaenit the* sovereigii: 
to wbose doDoinions it belongs; ottbe^making of 
any other portrait or personal repvesentatiiin .; ; . -Tfae^ 
mere making of images as representations ofittoinfa 
may have nothing evil in it, more than drawmg 
portraits or stamping » coin, but it would be a 
cause of great astonishment, if we were to see any 
peison bowing down to the image of a sovereign 
on a coin, or to any other portrait, kneeling down 
and kissing it in honour of the individual whom it 
might represent. Surely, a person who could be 
capable of such conduct, would be considered as 
in a state of insanity, or under the most infatuated 
delusion. It may be said, that there can be no 
proper comparison here, as there is a great differ- 
ence between an earthly king, and a saint in hea- 
ven. But what difference can there be in this 
case, as neither the one nor the other is a proper 
object of divine worship ? And even if they were, 
it is idolatry to bow to images of any sort, because 
God has declared it shall not be done. Those, 
therefore, who disobey him in this, are transgres- 
sors of the law, even in what they think to be a 
pious act of divine worship. 

See the evil of having departed from God in the 
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early agae pi j^hmtianilfjr, 'wthen <theM pagan -caft- 
toiUB wese tint partiaH j ikyta'o4uoed in tne <^arch. 
I hatitaile not to saj, (ih8t>maiiy are ncm eo gr^y 
sttpeKtitions, iikat they ai^ &r more careful to 

S reserve relics and images of saints, than coneemad 
itrtiwaaAyatiaii^f tbeir.own«oiils, orlfce^oais of 
Ibeir/fiBUow^^aBselpves, for JvdiQni Christ died; ^aid 
theve ttre afaoce fNyaia ei^d by •son^ to aaivlB 
thus to iGodi urine 49 alone *lhe ffomtft ebjept-ef 
woDihiittand divine ibopMi^ef. ««fk)>riielB«%irift, 
attd alLtthcwd «ii!b»)WoM;Hf ii%A «Hiiigll, sndviiC ^tvot- 
Aipidlnki^^Mdiitaik.'' J«hii<r,«. 
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6/InfallihiUiy, 

\vMam^iU!Fi^ is anotiber astonishiag privilegb 
elainaed by the' Chnrch.Qrf Rome, wiilch ^e teUs 
Qd was £i8t given bj' CSirigt to his aponUes, and 
ajfterwards banded do^wn to her by suocenkm. 
JBut as ibis pietended saooesBion bas bee» already 
proved' to be fBike, by mconUrovertible aigUment, 
li shews^ at once, that the- Cbarcb of Rome is 
entanaly cut off from every elaim of infisdlibili^ 
frbm that, quarter, which breaks the rotten cabJe 
of her faise anchor, and leaves her to be tossed 
amoDgBt the floating idands of uncertainty and 
dsappointment. Foiv that man is a fsilible oreei- 
tiure, nothing is more* oertnn. Even in hi» pri- 
meval innocence, when- all his powers, both meiitid 
and corporeal, weier unrasefvedly engaged* in: ihb 
service of his Creator,, and when- he had more 
knowledge and wisdom than all the popesr of 
Rome together, and was pure, upri^^t, holy, and 
happy,*^— even then> he. was not infallible, else hb 
flottid not have' fallen ; and if Adam- was *noti in- 
fallible in his firstestate, can any ofihia'posteitty 
be so in their Mleni condition ? Nay, ithe^voioe df 
heaven ciies^ tiiat "All flesh is as grass;*' (lak. 
xli- 6:;)* that "Foolishness is boimd up in tie 
heart of a chilcd;'' (Fhw. xxii, l^Sc;): and>tfallt 
** Th« heait ofimen'ia daeeitfii2iaboi%aU dungs, and 
defferatdy wickedi;^" soi iiH8^ievoiis^taiid)fi«lhie, 
that ihtf ^(ueBtibv is adced^- '^ Whb aam knbwt It? 
Jimr. xvii,^ 9. .•; « . .'. .'M-.^iuc/u' 
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If this be the character which heaven gives of 
man, where can we fmd, human infallibility? 
For St. Peter himself, who is falsely said by the 
Church of Rome to have been the first pope or 
bishop of Rome, was not infallible; foir whni he 
efeukieitoij^iitiocb, St. Faal 'WsQistood him to the 
ifeoe, ^^fiecause he was to be flamed.'' ■ Gak ii, 11. 
.Here thai we see that Peier^ departed firom the 
fftidmcm v£'' the > Spirit ; whi^i proves he "was not 
mfisdlihle; .Biit some may be rtady totsoeer i^ 
'ihisfarguiheni' and- say; that they ''' Do not bet- 
lieve liifidihHiiy to» rest in 'the: pope by kimasl^ 
hde in any of the members of the cooneila fay 
'tbeuBdves^ but when the council are assembled^ 
'umL the ' pope< <8t their bead, .Lthen : they: aie iniilv 
MbW ifiiftihisisameie^faliacy, andcontci^ifM 
noihing to 'the establishment of such doctiiae^ 
'beeanse if the pope and the council axeinbt infitL- 
lible when separate from-each^ otiier, their mint- 
ing itogeiiier can no more make them • infallible 
ihan ^e me^tin^ together of a .hundred blind mea 
lean rjkttbre^theqi. all to -sight! r If th^ were idl 
blijMl <wheti sepaitLta from'iaoh'oflier, a so^md 
-pair of eyes edold'i not'i>e'fdimd^asaoa^ tfaani 
^wheti'taasniMed together^ fort they would reiiuiin 
Iblind stilliforan the good, their. cbnventiob oorid 
do^ ) them«:'<'4 iAnd should, a* thousand 'iliiteratB 
Mfenihie[tt together for 'the. purpose of bectimiDg 
jtfibrdughly ao^uantBdwith the principles of hteitt- 
tace, they 6ettldiedeit»*iid-moreiiDBti)netieB from 
eiiih other in that case, • than if they. had never 
met// fori a profonnd scholar cionld ao^be -found 
amongst them. No more can the pope iiaad the 
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be infidUUe hj meetiog together. There- 
fore their claims to infallibihty edb £al8e and ridiou* 
loas. * Althoiigh the - prohiffie of Jesus Christ to his 
chttfeh is'iniaUible, wfaidiis, — ''Lo! I am with 
ydii alwayi* even unto 4fae ^nd of the world;" yet 
he ■ has not made -tkb promiise exclusively ' to one 
aeet, parbf, or dfenomintttion of people, more than 
to another; buit wberdver* there is a people who 
love- and obey him, with each of them he ha^ 
promised /to dwell; saying; — ''He that hatli my 
eomtnandments. and' keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me. And he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my i Father: and I wOl lote him, and will 
mani&st myself to him." John xiv, 21. 

Thus the people who love Christ, whoever they 
be, bis promise is infallible towards them, so Ibng 
as they contincie faithful; but tAey are notinfiaU 
lible becaiee of that promise, siS' Christ is no 
otherwise than conditionally engaged in the fulfil** 
meat of it. And although some denominations of 
peo{de may depart from hiin, yet all do not ; for 
he has had a few of his witnesses in all ages who 
have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal; 
and if one naticm or people reject him, he vnll turn 
to another. When the Jews refused him, he 
turned unto the Gentiles: and so faithfal is he to 
his infallible promise in being with his church to 
the end of the world, and so independent is he en 
the world for its fulfilment, that though all meii' 
should go astray, he is able of the stones to 'raise 
up a church to obey him ; therefore, it is Christ 
and bis promise which are infallible, and not any 
people who may profess to be his; for if they 

G 
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abuse his cliuroli^ he cea remove ik, and plank it 
amongrt another people. 

Nq church was ever better founded, or snore -en* 
tilled to the promise of Jesiis Christ, than flieisereD 
lurches of Asia; aad yet they were not in&dlible, 
for five of them were roproved, some of whom 
were severely threatsned tx their atfeoit and 
apoetaoy. Onr Lord said to the dbmrcji of Ephe* 
sus,—'' Remember themforo ^rom wheaoe tium 
art fallen, and repent and do thy first works, or 
else I will come unto. Ihee quickly, and wiU re* 
moye thy candlestidc out of ku place, exeept thoa 
r^nt/* . And to the chiurch oi Pergamas he says, 
'* Repent, or fiae I will come unto thee ^[uickly, 
ajid .will %bt against them with the sword of my 
mouth/' Rev. it, 6 — 16. And so disagreeable 
did thi» chuich of Loodiooa appear in fan sights 
that he said^ '^ I will spue thee oiit of my mouth.'* 
Rev. iii, 16. Where is infGJlibility here ? Not m 
ih». churches, for they went astray ; and our Lord 
threatened to remove the candlestick out of his 
place, and plant his gospel amcMEigst some othM 
people, should they not repent. 

Now, if these dliurches whtch our Lord planted 
by his apostles were not infallible, how can ihe 
Church c^ Kome be so^ which was neither founded 
nor guided by Jesus Chnst, else she would nevwr 
be depeived ij the false pretence of being invested 
with the power of infoUilMtity^ which is the pve* 
SQgative ei God, and not of man. 
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Oh Pur^aiatry^ 

Amonqst ihe variety of httman iDTontions «f 
wlpch the qrstem of popeiy is chiefly composed^ 
that of purgatofy is not the least Qotorions. Al 
first sight, this strange garrison may appear, to 
seme, difficult to storm, being lli^rtifiad by ihe 
ludted efforts of many interested friends. In it are 
the priest's bank, and the layman's last refiigei 
fiat althongh it may appear ahnost impijsgnable^ 
yet, in the name of oujc God, we will s6t up out 
baiuiezs> and level th» antiUeiy of the gospd at its 
tottering boiwarks. 

And in a Deeonncntre so importanty it will be 
necessary, fiiert, to examine its basisund sapdv* 
stractuise, and the magnitude of its strength. Its 
advocates tell us^ that it is built on tbo' authority 
of God, and Is a middle state, in which departed 
•onls who, being not entire^ purified from ihek 
flins here by penance and good works, are purified 
by some means appointed by God, bvit unknown 
to ns, and then received into heaven, where no^ 
thing that iS' defiled can enter; for wh^ souls 
depart this life, there are some so pur^ and peifed 
as to be translated immediately into heaven^ 
Others die in their sins without repentance ; i]iefl0 
descend into hell. Others neitl^r have lived $» 
wickedly as to deserve hell, nor yet so perfectly 
pure as to be forthwith admitted to th0 state m 
Dliss> but are to pass through a purging 6x^* 

* See Cbunell of Trent, Session 6. 
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Now, the questioii agsdn recurs, — Where is Christ 
here? Eveiy lover of him may say with Mary, 
"They have taken away my Lord, and I know 
not where they have laid him;" for penance and 
vui^toiy have become his rivals in the plan of 
human redemption; the inventions of men are 
iaperadded to his blood, which alone '' Cleanseth 
from all sin !" ' 

It appears also, that those infallible advocates 
of • purgatcMTy were on very friendly terms with 
the carnal mind when they established, as a pcnnt 
of doctrine, that some in their natural state were 
not so wicked as to deserve hell, notwitfistanding 
all that God has said of the entire depravity of 
the mind of man unrenewed by divine grace. 
Nothing but the power of God, by the influence 
of die Holy Ghost, through the virtue of Chrisf s 
atonement, can purify the depraved heart of man, 
and make it meet for heaven; 'henbe it can never 
be made pure by baptisfm and penfance. Baptism; 
We allow> is a sacred ordbiabce which Christ has 
commanded to be observed, yet he never intended 
OS to lean on it as a Saviour, or to substitute it for 
*fih» renewing of th^Holy Ghost," whic^ alone 
prepares us for heaven. It is only '* An outward 
tod visible' 9tgn of an inward and spiritual grace ;'' 
and penance can never make atonement or 'satis- 
fiction to God for our sins. Therefore, those who 
depend on baptism and penance for salvation, 
reject CSirist, and are under the dominion of *' the 
oarualmnid, which is enmitr against God;" are 
deceived by their unrenewed nearf, which is '' de- 
ceitful above all thfo^i, andd^ierately wicked :'* 
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and. yet tha^ jadicjoua doctoia of the Ckureh of 
Rome itili us, Hiat thiem ane same of them hot so 
wicked as to deservie heil ! Bui theae ' wise masleip 
binlders difibcvery amch from God»: who^ from hit 
mws- of man'ft lost oondition,. saw nothingi in alb 
the: legions of mdimiiad space in aqy d^nae ade^ 
qnale to eflbcib man's redemption, and qualifijr hitai 
&E heavoDy hot. the merilorioas std&dngs^-. death,i 
and lesiirreetion' of hiS! own Son, to wliom. be ht 
eves ascribed all the praise and glory for eveiy 
blessing we receive, and not to pope or ooancil, 
penance or good works* Let God be true, and 
every man a liar who opposes him. 

The. advocates of purgatory endeavour to. prove 
that it is founded upon God's authority, but we: 
•annot find a smgleVsuge in the linked wri. 
tings to sanction £e idea of such a place, thou^ 
much ingenuity has been tried to pervert the^ 
meanmg of the sacred text to that purpose. The 
principal passages which ihoy have pressed into! 
their service, are the following: — ''Agree witkt 
thine adveisary quickly, whilst -Siou art in the way 
with him; lest' at any time the adversary deliver 
tibee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee ta 
the. officer, and thou be. cast into prison. Veiily I 
say unto thee, thou shalt by no means come out 
thence till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing." 
Matt, v, 25. From these words tbey infer that 
oar Lord meant purgatory, where some souls were 
sent after death, to purge away what sin remained. 
iinforgiven by the expiation of penance and good 
workfl.* Now, on this supposition, if the souls in^ 

* See Ghristtaa- Doctrine eyplalned^ page §66* 

g3 
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faminry must remain then until Jk^ bjtitflir 
siblings have paid the last farihtDg of the debt of 
an, why do the priests impose -on the 'people' by 
taking monej for saying masses for them? . The 
text 8£^ tiiej shall by no means tsbm&'ooit 
Ifamice till Mvy have paid the uttenaost faitfaiiig. 
Therefor^' • if it be used • td preve : fukjgatory, ais it 
rejects all other means of comingt dnt'tbenee than 
the payment of the last birthing 'by perBonal'saffsr* 
ing, this leaves nothing for ika^ priest tb- doi? and 
takes away the darhng object of his pursuit,—* 
ihoney. Hence this text completely destroys that 
which it is designed to support. 

But, «to ev«rry attentive and imprejudioed reader, 
it will be evident, that our Lord in this te^t had 
no reference to any thing like purgatory, but io 
the ordinary course of lawsuits; agreeably v^tb 
which he warns ihe man who is culpable io com-> 
prbmise with his plaintiff, before he oomes to trials 
in' order to avoid the punishment of thekiw, whose 
lijgbrous demands must be satisfied even io the last- 
farthingi And if thiM passage be taken in a spi^ 
ritual ^n^, those who die' in debt, to the justice of 
God, shall remain so to all eternity; as the last 
farthing, or even one farthing, can never be paid 
by suffering in another world, when the ofiiered 
mer^ of Jesus Christ was rejected in this.- If 
Christ be rejected in this life, there remaineth no 
more saorifice for sin in any other : '' Therefore it 
ik a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God," (Heb. x, 31.,) with the expectation 
of being reconciled to him after death, through 
the merits of suffering, when the atonement -of 
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Jesds Cliriai bas* betn aeglected^as if unworthy oS 
attention, or inadequate 'to the acoompii&hment of 
ihe iraportaBt work. Q what gross darkness must 
cover the mindsi of the people 'who can. believe thd 
fabalons doctrine- of piurgatory! i* 

t Botiithis dpctrme is fbirther argued from a few 
other paisagea of scripture; 9s,- — ^'Who^oerev 
speaketh against 4he Holy Ghost, it shall not bd 
foi!giv«p him^ neither in this world, neith»^r.m th^ 
world to come/' Matt, xii, 32. Hence > the 
Romish' clergy say, that sins may- be pardoned in 
eternity which are not forgiven in this life; but 
the text means no such thing. Many eminent 
oonnnentafors*. tell us, that amongst the Jew| 
"The world to. come*' was a constant phrase for 
the time of the Messiah ; to which use of the term 
our Lord referred, meaning, '' Neither in this dis' 
pensatiein,!' (the Jewish,) '-nor in that which is to 
oome," (the Christian.); They also inform us that 
the negation, of any thing being accomplished ii^ 
the world to come^: was sometimes a proverbial 
expressicm for a thing that would never be done; 
The* sin against' the Holy Ghost is ^of so horrible a 
nature, that the state of a person guilty (^ it ren^ 
ders him incapable of embracing the terms of 
salvation, not only in the Jewish, but also in the 
Christian dispensation. For although the blood 
of Jesus Christ is more than sufficient to save the 
greatest sinners, on their sincere repentance, yet 
&ose who are guilty of the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, have no disposition to repent, and hence 

' * Br. A. Clarke, J. Benson, Doddridge, Macknight) 
SiCif OB this passage. 
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tan never obtun i^xpveaem, as a bdef caiirid«r»< 
tion of tlieir case will. show. 

Those who have conunitted this sin, once 
bved God as their chief good, but have wickedly 
departed fix^in him; and by vspeaied acts of 
reoellion ha?e so quenched iha Spirit, that he 
has given them up to tha hardness of tiieir own 
hearts, so that they have now no relisk for divine 
things, httt hate God, his word, and his people, 
as much as they once loved them. And as a 
proof of their raalignant and implacable hatred 
against God, they wilfully ascribe the miracles 
which Christ wrought by the Holy Ghost, to the 
power of the devil, as did the Pharisees, who 
said, ''This fellow doth hot cast out devils, but 
by Beelzebub the prince of the doiils!" Matt 
xii, 24. In this abandoned state they cannot 
accede to the terms of salvation either in the Jew- 
ish or Christian economy ; because, without the 
Spirit, who has finally departed from them, they 
cannot repent; and without repentance they can 
never be saved. Hence the impossibili^ of their 
receiving pardon proceeds not from aoy deficiency 
in God's mercy towards them, but from their own 
indifi^nce to his ofiers of grace to the vilest sin- 
neoTB. But let it be observed, that no man has 
ever committed this sin who fears he has dons 
so ; for those who are guilty of it have no fear 
respecting the matter, but rather persevere in 
thttr wickedness, and glory in their shame. It 
b well said by Dr. A. Clarke, — " Many sincere 
people have been grievously troubled with appre- 
hensions that they have committed the unparaona* 
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ble sin ; but let it be observed, that do man who 
lielieves the divine mission of Jesus Christ, ever can 
eomtmit this sin; therefore let no man's heart fail 
bim because of it, from henceforth and for. ever." 
Now let impartialilj saj whether the above does 
not contain our Lord's meaning in this text, and 
whether purgatory is not left without any suppoii 
fironi this quarter. 

The following passage is advanced as a further 
proof of puigatovy : ^' If any man's works shall 
be burned, ho shall sufifer loss ; but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire." 1 Cor. iii, 15. By 
the' fire herb i^ken of, Roman Catholics under- 
stand the fire of purgatozy, hj which the oharao- 
lers i^f^ed to are to be saved; but this conclusion 
is as anfouaded as the rest. For every unprei 
judiced ileader miiist allow that it is only, a figura-^ 
tive expression, to signify r the narrowness- of their 
escape from Tuin. . For- tins 'figniative use: of thd 
termil/fr4?,i!isee! Amo^ iv, Jl;., Zeeli. iii,' 2.^ and 
Jude'211 ! This pasisage may not improperly' bd 
ap|died «to .christiants in !genera;l'r buty horn the 
subjdbt of ihe context, it appedrs movepaDrtioDlaily 
to itefer to ministers of the gospel,* who in the 
12th verse are represented as spiritual builders: — 
"Now if : any man build upon this foundation, 
gold,' ililver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble^ 
every nian's work shiill be made manifest, for the 
day shall declare it." Now the foundation here 
mentioned is Jesus Christ, of whom the apostle 
speaks in the verse immediately preceding, saying; 
"Other foundation can no man lay than that u 
* See Benson's notes on this text. 
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laid, wbich is Jems Chrisi'' A ntinlster may 
build his hopes of salvation aa this foaodationi 
bat if he negteet to teach the vital truths of cbiie* 
tiaai^, by attending to non-essential points; or if 
the doctrine which he teaches cannot meet with 
divine approbation at the last daj^ as not being 
either oAhodox or essential, or in anywise ealca* 
lated to edify or convert his hearers; or if the 
converts which are made hy his preaching be only 
eonverted to some particalar opinion or mode of 
wvnsbip^ and not to Christ and ganuiae christiaiiityy 
and thereiDre cdnliot stand in the eiwful day oiF 
examination^—" he duall suffer loss :'* he shall lose 
his kboiir and expectation, «jemI the fufare rewasd 
he mi^ have received, had he boili with pnqier 
matenab ; like a man who spends his time>4uid 
labour in erecting a fabric at wood, harvv and 
stubble, which is afiarwards coascimed. Bathe 
himaslf, (that preacher himself, supposing him to 
be a trne disciple of Christ, bnilt up in &ith and 
holiness on the tme fbundationi) shall be saved, 
yet 10 as by fire; as narrowly as a man escapes 
thioogh tile fire when his house is all in flames 
about him. He will be saved at last, not by 
virtae or power of fire^ bat by narrowly escaping 
the fiery dangers throuf^ whicb he has pased, 
and would inevitably have overwhelmed nim ia 
eternal ruin, had not his hopes been boilt an 
Christ the sure foundation. Hence purgatcxy 
derives no support firom this any more tiian fieom 
any other passage of divine revelation ; and having 
no support from the authority of God, it most Ul 
to the ground. 
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AH the prop stolen from the insfared writings 

havsig been takea awaj,. it now stands only upon , 

coe fa fabulous as its^. This is the account of 

Judas Maccabeus smding to Jerusalem to have 

prayen and sacrifiiqes ofibied for the dead wha 

were slain in die battle, «c»duding '^That it is a 

wfaolBsonie and holy cogitation to pray for th» 

dead, that they may be loosed from their sins.'^ 

2 Mac. xii, 43. But the defence of purgatory by 

this apociyphal tale, is like a thief on his trial 

calling upon a notorious highway robber to giva 

him a efaamcter! The books of tiie Apocrypha, 

from one of which ibis vene is taken, were written 

by men who were neither divinely inspired, nor 

evangelically informed, of which their oppositioa 

to truth and propagation of error are a manifest 

proof. For this reason, none of these books wera 

ever received by the Jews, to whom the oraolea 

of God were committed, and the christian churcb 

waa £of some ages a perfect stranger to most of 

them. Few of them were acknowledged as ca» 

amiioal till about the ninth or t«ith century, whea 

the ignorance of the people, and the wickednesa 

of the cleigy, willingly ulowed any thing to pata 

iofc divine wiiich was in any degree fiivourable to^ 

their emmeons sei^qients. and abominable prac* 

tieea; nor was the authority of these books evor 

established but by the council of Tren^ and a few; 

ci the pi^al dupes at Flosenee. 

Every attentive reader may see, that theve ara 
Quuiy thingp m these bgoks which are wickad» 
fislse, and lepugnant to the word of God. The 
seeond book of Esdras is a collection of dreama 
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and fables, so bad and ridiculous, that even the 
council of Trent were ashamed toadoiowledge il 
divine. The book of Tobit, also, is a notorious 
fiction. How fabulous is the stoiy of Sarah's 
seven husbands being successively kdled on their 
marriage-night by an evil spirit, who was said to 
be driven away by the smoke and smell of ihe 
roasted heart and liver of a fish, and bound in tii0 
uttermost parts of Egypt! and of Tobit's. blind- 
ness being cured by the stroke of the gall of a fish, 
and of such a meal of the rest being taken by 
himself and the angel! And many other tales, 
equally as ridiculous, are found in this book. 
The second book of Maccabees, part of whieh is 
the principal authority for purgatory, has many of 
the errors common to the other apocryphal books. 
It is a history of fifteen years, and an abridgment 
of the work of one Jason of .Cyrene. The author 
concludes it, begging to be excused if he had said 
any thing unbecoming the story. How unUke the 
conduct of an inspired prophet or apostle ! wiio, 
notwithstanding the meanneiss of his par^itage, the 
paucity of his learning, or the opposition he may 
meet with from the world, stands up and boldly 
enforces his divine mission, with, — '* I'hussidth the 
Lord/' But, indeed, this apology or request ap* 
pears to be the best part of. the work; for the 
author had much reoson to beg pardon on con- 
sideration of the number of errors which he had 
committed. He asserts that Antkxshus Epiphanes 
was killed at the temple of Nanea in iP'msiay 
whereas he died of a desperate disease on the 
frontiers of Babylon ; and that Nehemi^ buiU ikm 
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second temple and altar, when, on the coniraiy, 
they were bnilt sixty years previously to his 
ooming from Persia. And he commends Razis 
for murdering himself to escape the fury of the 
Syrians.* 

Such are some of the fictions of those &bulou8 
books prc^rly called Apocrypha, which signifies 
doubtful or unauthorized, although they are held 
in much esteem by the Romish Church, because 
they favour her kindred errors. 

Having thus carefully examined the foundation 
of purgatory, sounded its deepest intrenchments 
with the plummet of truth, viewed its darkest 
lecosses and strongest holds with the gospel tube, 
and excavated its bulwarks by the force of reason, 
it now stands exposed to open danger, incapable 
of defence and unworthy of capitulation, and shall 
soon be shattered to pieces by the artillery of 
heaven. Those who nold the doctrine of pur- 
gatory, must of necessity reject Jesus Christ as 
their, Saviour, and his word as their guide. And 
our Lord says, ''He that rejecteth me, and re- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him : 
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge 
him in the last day/' John xii, 48. Who can 
say that he and his words are not rejected by the 
inventors and votaries of purgatory ? As a holy 
and jealous God, he declares against every rival in 
the salvation of man, and calls the attention of the 
world to himself, as the only means of. securing 
eternal happiness, saying, " lxK)k unto me, and b« 

* For the whole of this accoaat of the Apocrypha, 
tee Wood's Dictionary of the Bible^ vol. 1, page 85« 
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ye saved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God, 
«nd there is none eke. Isa. xlv, 22. 1 am the 
wmy, the truth, and the life ; no man ccmie^ vmto 
the Flather, b<at by me. John xiv, 6. I am {be 
door of the sheep: he that entereth not hj the 
iooc into the skeep-^old, but climbeth up some other 
waj, the same is a thief and a robber." John 
X, 1 — 7. Here Christ asserts his authority as the 
obIj Saviour of mankind, and rejeets all others, 
by shewing the impossibility of salvation through 
way other medium but hrmself. 

On Ae memorable day that he expired on the 
ero»8, h& made- a ^11 and ample atonement to the 
Father for the sin of the world ; and by his resur- 
xeetion; ascension, and mediatorial office, he has 
apened a way for the vilest sinners, on their sincere 
ie|wniai»ee, to find pardon and access io the 
Fath» of mercies, and eveiy necessary blessing 
both spiritual and temporal. For every thing we 
ask eoasist^firtfy with the divine will, we have a 
promise of receiving, but not through any other 
medmm than Jesus Christ, who says, *' Whatao* 
ever ye shall ask in my name, Ihat will I do, diat 
the Father may be glorified in the Son." John 
ziv, 13. Where can we find place for any thing 
like purgatory here, wbeQ Christ himself i» aH- 
sufficient for us, if we seek and serve Yam witli 
ail our hearts. 

In short, to exfeci purgatory to complete oar 
salvation, to expect a purging fire to aceomplisb a 
work a^ dkatii, which tile atonenaent of Jesns 
Christ and powes of the Holy Ghedl arftsoppoaed 
to ba iiuMlequato to m Hm hh, h an idee ttat is 
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afaBoMant in its mituve, luid vepngnAat i» evtty 
mjr of goqiel ittvabutipn. In this <ma», Christ need 
not iiave eome, whsn paiffttory coald >hai« saved 
man wiiAioat him. Hence, the Father'^ gift is 
despited, the Son s aiieiits are rejected, aivd Um 
UiAj Oho»t's power disregarded, when it is d^ 
lowed bjr some, that a person dying in sot can b* 
perMed in i^ngatory, and made meet forheaveOi 
If tfab u not n»jeoiil>g C!iuist» sunshine is not ligh^ 
nor night dariaaes& . 

jBiii tile judioioiis )dtWaes of ibm Romish Chtnroli 
ate not content \^^. ssndkig their .'Oiwn profile to 
tfab prison of puiigatoiy, but also insist oai Chrait 
htfidself hadng beea tbm» Their ChristiAii Doa^ 
trine 8ajs» " Whil* liis body was in the tomb, hS* 
soul was iki< the heil *o£ the holy patriarchy tfaUed 
Limbus Patrim.". fiat what a fasvefaoed ialM^ 
hood of th6 &ther of Jies is this ! In what piaoe of 
the wotd of God do we read of the holy patriarohi 
baring gone to hell oc purgatory ? If evea sndt a 
place existed, the preceding epithet* Aolgt, wcttdd 
inavent tibem from gomg thitboc And Christ the 
noly God'^man, having no sins of hift own to suffiv 
for, or impmity' to be dbansed from, had no need 
to go to purgatory after death lor inmself ; and 
having made a sufiicient atonement for man upon 
the cr6ss, as a proof of which he exclaimed, ** it 
is finished !'' he had no need to go thither for a». 
Although it is said, that "He desoended into 
hell," it was neither the region of the damned, no^ 
tha eupposed heil of the patriarchs. That his 
soul ascended to heaven when he departed this 
life,, is not only above all thingi the most reason-* 
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«Lble, bat abo the. most certaiD, aocording to his 
own infalliUe words to the penitent ihlrf, — " To* 
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." Lake 
xxiii, 43. Hb body descended to the tomb ; as 
he said to the Scribes and Pharisees, — ''As Jonas 
was three days and three nights in the whale's 
belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth." Matt 
xii, 40. . Hence ho is said to hare descended into 
hell. Lingoists tell us, that the Hebrew sheol, 
and Greek hades, translated hell, sometimes 
agnify the grave, a place of darkness, or the state 
ci- the dead. The prophet Jonah amply verifies 
this anertibn: ''Jonah prayed unto the Lord his 
God out of the fish's belly, and sidd, *' I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he 
heard me; out of the belly of heU cried I, and 
thou heardest my voice." Jonah il, 2. ■ Honce 
the word of God infEdlibly proves, that after the 
death oi our Lord his soul ascended to Paradise^ 
and his body descended to the grave. 

Our opponents femoy that they diKX)ver a pur- 
gatory in the fi)il6v7ing passage : " By. \^kieh ^Aso 
he went and preached to the spiiits in prison^ 
which sometimes were disobedient, when onoe the 
long-sufiering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing." 1 Pet iii, 19, 20. 
Christ, by his spirit in Noah, was the preacher; 
so Noah is called ''A preacher of righteousness." 
Christ preached by him to the Antediluvians in 
much long-suffering for a hundred and twenty 
years, waitmg for their repentance and return 
from the prison of their sins in wMch they were 
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bound down to the lovrest degree of human de^^ 
jiravity. As they rejected God, he also rejected 
them, for he said to them, as he now does to all 
othets, ''My S})irit shell not always strive with 
man/' Gen. vi, 8. He strove with them by ex- 
ternal preaching and internal influence, but to no 
purpose. Such was the horrible prison in which 
they were bound when Christ went to preach to 
them by his Spirit, when the long-sunfering <if 
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was preparing. Hence this text affords no 
proof that ever Christ went to purgatory, or that 
such a place ever existed. 

Probation in time is given us preparatory to 
retribution in eternity, where, without any inter- 
mediate place or state, we shall be rewarded or 
nnnished according to the deeds done in the body. 
Notwithstanding the various lines of distinction 
which separate the human family into the different 
ranks and denominations in which they are now 
placed, yet God pays no regard to human dis*- 
criminations in matters relating to eternity, but 
sums up the whole race of mankind in two general 
eiaases of people, viz., the righteous and the 
wicked, whom he distinguishes in his word, in 
various places, by the different rewards and punish- 
ments which they shall receive according to their 
works. He thus addresses himself to the prophet 
Isaiah ; "Say ye to the righteous, that it ^all be 
well with him ; £or they shall eat the fruit of their 
doings: wo« unto the wicked, it shall be ill with 
him; for the reward of his hands shall be given 
him.'' Isa. iii, 10, 11. Solomon say6^ ''Th^ 

h3 
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wicked is driven away in his wickedness; bat the 
righteous hath hope in his death.*' Prov. m, 32. 
This passage proves that t^e ri^teous have nothing 
to fear, and also, that the wicked have no hope 
in their death, but a fearful looking for of fieiy 
indignation, which shall devour the adversary. 
The Psalmist says, — '' The righteous shall be in 
everlasting remembrance, they shall flourish like 
the palm-tree ; but upon the wicked shall God rain 
snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest; 
this shall be the portion of their cup, for the Lord 
knoweth the way of the righteous, but the way of 
the ungodly shall perish." Psalms i, 6 — ^xi, 6 — 
xcii, 12— cxii, 6. 

The advocates of purgatory fly \a the apocrypha 
as their strongest hold, yet it militates against 
them, for in it we read that the ''souls of the 
righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall 
no torment touch them." Wis. iii, 1. This en- 
tirely supersedes the doctrine of praying for the 
dead, which in another place it commends. If 
''no torment can touch the righteous," they need 
no prayers to deliver them from it ; and those who 
are not righteous, are wicked, and such, the psalm- 
ist declares, "Shall be turned into hell, with ail 
the nations that foiget God." Ptolm ix, 17. 
'' Where the smoke of their torment ascendetb up 
for ever and ever." Rev. xiv, IL 

Thus we find, according to the words of divine 
truth, that there is no such place as pnigatoiy to 
be found. Hence it is vain as well as wicked to 
pray for the dead; for it is said in scripture, that 
alter death '' None can by any mea^s redeem his 
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brother, nor ^ve to God a ransom for him/' 
PuUm xlix, 7. The Romish clergy oppose God 
and his servant in this. declaration; but for what 
they do, is there not a cause ? The money which 
they receive for celebrating masses for the dead, 
makes no. small part of their benefice; and this 
may appear a strong reason why . they plead so 
bard for purgatory, as they may say to each other, 
with Demetrius the silversmith, who made shrines 
for Diana the Ephesian goddess,-*— " Sirs, ye know 
that by this craft we have our wealth." Acts xix, 
24; 25. Their own Christian Doctrine, if carefully 
examined, will be found ^to, disagree with the 
doctrine of purgatory. It says, that those who 
live wickedly and die in mortal sin, shall be cast 
into hell, where they shall eternally bum along 
with the devils. And it says, that this sin is com* 
mitted by breaking any of. God's commandments ; 
and unless it be removed by the priest, in the ad- 
ministration of the rites of the church, before they 
die, they are said to be lost to eternity. Now 
appears the mystery of iniquity. If the priest has 
power to remove the greater sin, why not to re* 
move the lesser also, which they call venial or a 
light sin, which does not deprive them of the gra;ce 
of God? Ah! but this would destroy that un- 
known place,' " which brings no small gain to the 
craftsmen," (Acts xix, 24.,) and would make the 
priest's pocket pay for his honesty. 

But what authority have they for saying that 
venial «vf , as they ciill it, does not deprive them 
of the grace of God? as if they were to be coinci- 
dent in the human heart, when our Lord has 
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penitent, and knowing the wUl of God conoerning 
such, not only by experience, but by authority 
and commission, they directed him to the fountain 
of salvation at once, saying, — "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved/' 
Acts xvi, 31 . And all who thusi believe are justi- 
fied from all things^ from which they oould no^be 
justified by the law of Moses/' Acts xiii, 38. 
And this faith, which worketh salvation, is not a 
mere historical or theoretical faith, but a living 
faith in the eternal promises of God, through the 
virtue of Christ's atonement by the power and 
influence of the Holy Ghost, applying pardon and 
peace to the conscience. This was what the 
apostles recommended to the trembling jailor, and 
which is the only means by which we can be 
saved ; and those who neglect it in this Ub must 
remain without it to all eternity, for we are com- 
manded to work while it b called to-day, (in 
this life,) '' for the night cometh, when no man cao 
work/' John ix, 4. It is written that " the re- 
demption of the soiil is precious, and oeasefh for 
ever. ' Psalm xlix, 8. Therefore it behovetfai us 
to ''Give diligence to Aaake our calling and elec- 
tion sure/' 2 Pet. i, 10. For if we neglect the 
opportunity af&rded us in time, we shall never 
biave.any in eternity. The wise man gives us this 
exhortation: ''Whatsoever thy band findeth to 
do, do it with thy might; for there is no work; 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest." Eccl. ix, 10. 

Who can prove the doctrine of purgatoty, 
against these infallible declaratiens of holy writ» 
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witffoutr eommitting the shocking blasphemy of 
giving God the lie! The scriptures, instead of 
giring san^jtion'to it, speak most strongly against 
it; and St. John, who was personally acquainted 
with the great head of the church, in his epistle 
to the seven' chilrches, has not one word about 
purgatory,' "bdt 'says, "Unto him that loved us, 
and washed Us ft'om our sins in his (own) blood, 
and hath ntiade us kings and priests unto God and 
his Fath^t>, 'to him be glory and dominion for ever 
and- ever/' 'Rev. i, 5. And when taken away in 
the Spirit, in his heavenly vision, — " I beheld," said 
he, *'ajid lo, a 'great multitude, whom no ipan 
eould number, -of all nations, and kindreds, and 

Cfp\i^, and t6ngues, stood before the throne and 
ore the KsAnb, clothed with white robes, and 
pafans in their hands: and one of the elders 
answdi^fed, saying iiato me, what are these which 
kte ctrray^ m white robes, and whence come 
they? and I said unto him. Sir, UkoU knowest; 
and he said to me, these are they which came oat 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes 
and made them white" (not in purgatory, but) "in 
the blood of the Lamb." Rev. vii, 14. In ano- 
ther place he isays^ " I heakd a voice front heaven 
saying unto me, write. Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from hefnceforth : yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and 
their works do follow them.'' Rev. xiv, 13. 

But this voice from heaven is disregarded by 
the Church of Rome, even in regard of those who 
die in the Lord, who are called the faithful, for 
they are prayed for after death, in those words; 

1 
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" May tbe souls of the faithful defiarted thKN^ 
the mtfey of God, rest in peace." But if they ^ 
to purgatory, they do oot rest bous their labour; 
for bad as this world is lor tribuktioo, . which our 
liord said should be ihe portion of his foUowen in 
ibis life, yet purgatoiy is worse beyond all calcik* 
lation, according to the account g^vco of it by the 
Rcmush doctors, who say it is a puijpng fire^ a 
state of suflbring for souls in the otW woTld» who 
die in the state of grace. This is hard labour^ in- 
sAead of resting from it; and thosQ who die in a 
alato of grace, God has promised HikWK a.staie of 
glory and rest from their labour^ saying, ''Be 
tkott fisithfttl unto death, and I will give theaa 
crown ci life." Rev. ii, 10. But the Chuccb of 
Rome says. Nay, they nuist first go to purgatoiy. 
Hard labour indeed ! to be cast into th&t bui;oii:^ 

E* ion, and remain there they cannot tell ua bow 
g^ and after all their personal suffenng^, their 
friends mu«t pay the jailor's fees before they can 
come out! This surely would be labiwr, and 
not rest 

But what does holy Mother mean by a stato 
(tf grace, if it is not a state of salvation ^ mo^fcieg 
for heaven, and living and dyin^ in the fovoor 
of God? And why should it be thought^ thai a 
person dying in this state should be sent to pux* 
gatory? as if God did his work by halvei^ or v^aa 
inadequate to its accomplishment^ without assist- 
ance ttom some other quarter. The word gr^ce 
signlfiea fotvour and blesungs oeoununicaM by tb^ 
hAuenoe of the Holy Ghost; and. at salifatiop ie 
its end, they who ara brought into a stote of graoi^ 



tod di^ tftcm^n, ktffii no need of puigation in Ad 
mfkiibie state to prepaid tb^m for thd gl<mes <rif 
beavlM). Ghiaoe end salnition sometime* faav» 
l^^ferenee io -things temporal. Thos we read in 
the scriptntes, that Noah fonnd grace or favour in 
Ihe eyes of the LoQrd; (Gen: vi, 8.;) the end 
of which wna die salvation of himself and his 
iBtxtafy fh)tn ttie general ddtige. Queen Esther 
obfaitied graee aM favour U <Qie snght of King 
^aMienis, (Bit. ii, 17.,) ^whi^ • caused - the 
^aWatlon ^herself and her people. But dpiiitiad 
bledsing^ are generaliy intend ttiereby. Thus^ 
when the apMHe prayed, the place was ^haketi 
where he and the people were assembled together^ 
'< And they weie all fflkd with Oie Hely Ghc«^ 
and great grace fell upon theiA all." Aots i% 
SI, §2. Wfaeref ihi» gmce takee place^ it is able 
to canaplete the work of salvation without pur* 
gato^, for it is said, ''By grace ye are sated^ 
throui^ fuih." Eph. it, 8. And ''Then> is 
flierefore now no condemnation to ihMn which asm 
in Chiist Jedos, who walk not alter the flesh, but 
after Ae Sphit." Rom. viii, L 

Where tben is the use of that wicked ikmdense 
<^ praying for the souls of the fidthful departed, 
when God has promised to take them to heaven, 
where they need no prayera. 

Now, all who die are either prepared or un* 
prepared for death. If the former, they are 
happy ,* and if the latter, they are miserable, and 
shall be so to all eternity, as none but the rights 
eous shall inherit gloty. And as It is a matter of 
eternal consequence, let us careAdly examine 
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Mijkatikiiid.of ri^toousDoss makes the diatiiictton 
between! the good and. bod* It 19 not the rigbi- 
«ou8n«B8. of the Scribe and Pharisees; for our 
Lohi saysy '^Except your righli^uaness shall 
exceed the>righteoa8iiess of the l^ribes and Phari* 
sees, ye shall in no case enter into .the kingdom of 
heaven/' Matt. v» 20. These epopbatical words, 
in no case, are sufficient of themselves to destroy 
the very idea of puigatory. Qut the r^ghtjeoiisness 
of the Scribes and Phansees, . according to the 
aooount given by one of them in the temple, was 
Iwo-fold: fimt, negative; "God, I thank ihee that 
I am' not as other men ere^ extertionersr unjosiy 
adulterers, or even as this Publican : and second, 
positive ; I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all 
ihatlposste." Lukei^viiij )il>>12. Such was the 
morality. of this mm's life, and s^to of righteous- 
ness ; before many witnesses' he /thanked God that 
he had avoided evil, and doq^good; To this may 
be add^ 'the right^ouHlesiof. another Pharis^, 
vizu,! SW.of T«niis. In his , addf/oss. ^ King 
Agrip^;.Saul said, '' My qaan|)«r of lifi^ kpow)^! 
the Jews, which kt^ew me from thei b^nnipg» if 
they would tastify; that after the most st^aUest 
sect of our reh^on Ilived a Pharisee/' Acts 
xxvi, 4, 5. And again, '' As toucb^ing the pgkt- 
eousness which is in the law, blameless/' Phil, 
iii, 6. 

Now all those who hope to purchase heaven 
merely by their good works, may learn the folly 
oi their expectation from the charactenshere de- 
scrib«t wjho ^rietly observed all the external 
forms of religion, insomuch that *' as tonching the 
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ngfatsonsiMiB wliich is in the lavf, they wtfre 
blamelsis. The humble Publican was preferred 
to ibe 8el£*ooinplaisant Phariiee) and the deepest 
oonvictiDDs of hnman insufficienoy seized the other, 
wiMi he saw his desperate condition, and im* 
mediately beeame willing to be any thing that 
woidd lead him to the favour of God, cmng» 
** Laid, what wouldst thou have me to do ? ' Acts 
tx,6. 

. Such, howeveir, is the boasted righteousness of 
the Roman Catholics, who reject Christ, by lean* 
ing to a legal salvation. For that which exceeds 
tt^ righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisee^ 
^diieh raises us from sin to the favour of God, 
gives us a title to heaven, and works in as a 
meetness for glpry, viz., a knowledge of salvation 
by the remission of sins, (Luke i, 77.,) is de* 
tested by them as enthusiasm, presumption, and 
heresy. There are many irrefragable evidences 
contained in the word of God, that salvation is by 
Ssiih, and not by works; but were they to be 
found in no other part of the sacred writings but 
in the third chapter of St. Paul's ^pistie to the 
Romans, these are quite sufficient to prove that 
the deeds of the law cannot justify us, but hiih in 
Jesus Qirist alone ; for, says St. Pftui, " Now we 
kaowthat what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to tibMu who are under the law, that every mouth 
mAy be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before G^. Therefore, by the deeds of the 
Uw there shall no flesh be iustitied in his sight ; 
bx by the law » the knowledge of sin. But now 
the righteousness of God without the law is 

i3 
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manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; .Qvea the righteousness of God, which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe ; for there is no difference, for all have 
sinned and come short of the gloiy of God; being 
justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation thcough faith. dn his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past,* through the forbearance of 
God ; to declare, I say, at this time his righteous* 
ness: that he might be just and the justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting, 
then ? It is excluded. By what law ? Of works ? 
Nay, but by the law of faith. Therefore we 
conclude that a man is justified by faith without 
the deeds pf the law." Rom. iii, 19 — ^28. 

Such is the argument of .St. Paul against legal 
righteousness. Aiid then, to sil^ce every gain- 
sayer who might object, saying, the law is here 
rejected, which is holy, just, and good, — he adds, 
''Do we then make void the law through fiaith? 
God forbid; yea, we establbh the law." Romi. 
iii, 31. Thus it appears evident that the law of 
itself cannot save us, but is fulfilled and established 
by every one who comes for pardon io Jesus 
Christ according to the plan of salvatioa whieh 
God bhnself has appointed. And the fivstiste^ to 
this, according to the exhortation of John*, the 
Bapti^, in the wilderness of Judea, to thet Pharir 

* God gives no indnlgences or pardons for sins before 
they are committed, as the pope did hy Jllhto TetaeMn 
ihe ^fteeaHh century. 
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gees and Sadducees, is, tiiat men sbouid ''Biing 
forth fruits meet for repentance/' Matt, iii,' 8. 
There must be an entire cessation from sin : not 
that ibis can merit any favour of heaven, but is a 
condition 6f salvation, without which all profession 
of repentance is as inefi^tual as pumping. in a ship 
would be without stopping the leak. We cannot 
serve two* masters; therefore, when we forsake sin 
and torn to God, we come under the conditions of 
that salvation which is problaimed by the^prophet, 
saying, — '' Let the wicked forsake* his way, and 
ihe unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." Isa. Iv, 7. 

Thus the fulfilment of the law^ m tins point is 
not meritorious, ■ but conditional^ essential, • and 
ejQfectnal. Conditi<xial, because God had said, 
" If thou ddest well, shalt thou not be accepted? 
and if thou daest not well, sm lieth at the door/' 
G&i. iv, 7. It. is essential, because our eternal 
interest is suspended on it; for our Lord says, 
"Except ye be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." Matt, xviii, 3. And it is effectual, for 
Christ says, "Him that cometh to me I will in 
nowise cast out." ! John vi^ 37. 

Thus we find that salvation which is- freely 
^ven through the medium. of repentance towards 
God and. faith in Jesus Christ; is certain on God's 
{Murt, because he haspromis^dt; and absoluteily 
essential co' ours, because we tieed it For our 
Lord says, " Eixcept a man be born a^ain, he 



104 RBASONS worn DBPABTING 

caoDOt see the kingdoiii of God/' John m, 3. 

And St. Paul says, ** If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of has/' Rom. viii» 9. 

Now, although this is the doetrine of Jeens 
Christ, it is deemed heretical by the Church of 
Rome, which says none can know whether their 
sins are pardoned or not, whether they are wortln^ 
of love or hatred, or are in the fitvonr of GodL 
Strange it is, that she should oontradiet not aoky 
herself in this matter, but also all thai oar Lonl 
has said in the passages already cited, respeetbg 
the absolute necessity of conYersion both in heart 
and lifor which can never take place beyond the 
grave, nor ever be possessed without being sensibly 
felt, so long as man is a rational b«ng, and the 
bible the book of God ! 

Who can be so foolish as to imagine thai God 
should create man, and then leave him to wander 
in uncertainties, without a possible knowledge of 
himsdf or of his Creator, by the influence of his 
Spirit, and the light of his word ! Bui as a blind 
man cannot distinguish colours, neither can those 
who are spiritually dark and dead in sin, and im- 
mersed in superstition, experience or teach the 
beaven^bom mysteries of the gospel of Christ 

Whatever the popish doctors may believe and 
teach contrary to experimental godliness, we oaa 
with unshaken confidenoe rely on the indubitable 
veracity of God's word, which says, ''He that 
believeth on ibe Son of God, hath the witness in 
himself." 1 John v, 10. " Ye have not received 
the spuit of bondage again to fear, but ye have 
._-j ^ ^pjj^ ^ adoptWB, whereby we eiy 
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Abba. :Ffither. The Spiijt iteelf beAToOi witoeari 
wit^ our spirit, that we are the ohildren of God : 
and if ohildrei^ ib^n heirs; heirs of Qod, and 
joint heirs with Christ.". Rom. viii, 16, 16, 17. 
And again, '*, God hath dent forth the %ixit of his 
Son. i&lo y^our hearts, crying Abba, Faiher/i 
(ral) iy,; 9, Now, wbo can say, with any degteo 
of tmih, that this is not a. heartfelt salvation ? fen; 
wiio dares give the lie to the Spirit of God, who 
witnes^etti for himself ! 

The reason why this doc^pe ;is rejected i)y the 
worlds is obvious : '' The natural man reoeive1bi:not 
the thingB of the Spirit of God, . for they are 
foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually disoemed/' 1 Cor. 
ii, 14. . But however this doctrine may. be rejected, 
the salvation, it holds forth is .what, wet must exr 
perienee and enjoy, or yre c&xi never (enter heaveii. 
No excuse from those who. have it not vnil] be 
admitted at .the .great< day, fo^ ^vatipp is offered 
in the gosp^),. aqd God is ;faitJifal and just, Inot 
pqly to forgive u^ ouri$in8> ,bilt aUo.,tPj^/i^«;;2jia as 
/rami ^U Uwigbt^jOftiB^s?,, if we a^lyjuptohifki for 
thl8..'gr^ftil)€^*; ^d; i^^thejigtfmkes aDd;pioweK 
of Godvq?(?iiiOt' .b^.,i4e;p^iri,^.^6nu.M sufficient Ito 
clecp$e us frpp our-;sip9 her^ {thjfpqgh; the merits^of 
Christ's latonemte^t, tj^j^re'is iiQ.purga^pj^tQ purify, 
us hereafter; and if Christ be r^jekited, ith^re ile^ 
maiq.&th no more sacrifipe fo/ sin,TrT0pnseqH^ntl;f' 
no heaven. : > ; - . 

OW' how. much do people err, by jpot knowing 
the scriptcM*^,,:no|- (the power of ,God! fovnthis 
experin^engtal saltation,* wbifh^ is* an eamisst' oC 
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heaveof, is no eutinkigly ^l^&viiMcl fable ; it is "not a 
mem enthusiastie notion; or an over-heated ima^ 
giMitiOD, as some have temed it, bat an assurance 
of the^ love and t&Ptnr of God cottomnioated by 
Oe inflnieisee of the Holy Ghost to the he^rt of 
&e Immble penitent it is ae setisiUy fell as & 
ealm fe tfkkr a «rtorm> or ^ heat and light are dfter 
eold aftd dd[rkni9S9< Atii ftfk not only 4igt4^ uriiM 
gekieral >eitperieiab^, kM 1i «ko ieootdl&l to* 1I16 
promises of God, who sayte, *•!}* WiH jgive lifS 
Hioly 8^ Jtoi Aem- 4hat a^' Mm." And* Again, 
*' He that asketh feiseit<etii> and he that ^eelr^fdi 
finde^, and unto him that knoeketh it ehiill he 
cupsned/' Matt, vii, 8. 

And such is tite neeettrity of this ei(t»eiiMetfta} 
religion, that hiovrever fair the gaih ot mofGii^ 
BK&y appear without it, it b no more than a legal 
ri^teonsness, whkh m the day of puhlie ex* 
amination will foe found to be no wedding gar- 
ment, biit will leave its deluded votary speecUeflB 
lo be ''Bound hand and foot, and oast hito 
outer dukness, where there k weeping and 
gnashbg of teeth." Matt, nii, 12, 13. Witness 
ttie fite fooVah vu^gbs, who had tilieir lamps with 
all ihetr appendages, but hadnooQ hi &eir veasek. 
Tliey seemed to be in every respeet as t^eil pre- 
pared for the coming of tiie bridegroom as the 
other virgms, bat when they had to go forth they 
discovered their deficiencies, and had to seek §at 
supplies when it was too late, for they had to 
procure oil when they should have entered in with 
the bridegroom. They began to knock when fte 
door was shut, but it was then for ever too late. 
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How «lr«»df«l.U ihii •ionfir's iliiAe, 

Who bleeps to 'w«Jke no more 1 
He knocks, alas ! he knocks too late, 
When death has shnt the door. 

Thii4 we see the necessity as well as the pos* 
sibility of living in ft state well-pleasbg to God ; 
and those whodo4>thefwise, must be either sealed 
up in ignocaace and gross darkness, or thej love 
ibm sins too well to nart with them. When 
tbej can hold them no longer, then perhaps they 
will rductantly let them go,, and trust to their sup* 
posed good works, or vainly hope that death or 
poigatory will prepare them for heaven. Bui 
oould they get there upon these terms, they could 
Qot join in the chorus of the redeemed, — " Unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood,, and hath made us kings and priests 
imto God and his Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever." Rev. i, 6, 6. For 
they would not sui&r him to wash them for fear 
Qf b^ng accounted heretics or enthusiasts. Rather 
tb^ would have io say, Glory to your good 
work3, death, and :puvgatory. But, ah! this 
oai^iQt be : Christc haa said, <' If I wash thee not, 
Ifaou hast no part with me;'' John xiii, 8. And, 
on th0 authority of God, we assert that no dnner 
eao be saved who does not come to Christ as such; 
M be '' Came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentaoce." hake v, 32. ''He came to 
seek and to save that which was lost" Luke six, 
10. '' He savedi bis people, not in their smsi," but 
"firo».tbam." Matt i» 21. 

And although some. do. not: fael. their need of a 
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Saviour, nor see themselvoB-'-as gbners, yet so 
long as the saered scriptures and the Holy Spirit 
are freely offered to the world, their want of this 
conviction can admit of no apology, however they 
may quench the Spirit, and the pope and his 
clergy forbid the reading of the scriptures. The 
Holy Ghost would convince the world of sia if 
they would submit to his strivings; and the b^bln 
being the couatil of God> • would guide them until 
God ^ould afterwards receive them to glory. 
P^m Ixxiii, 24. The truth of this is plainly 
manifested in the case of every man who doen 
submit to the strivings of God's Spirit. He sees 
himself a sinner^ and reads in his bible that 
'' Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
cffend in one point, he is guilty of all/' James 
ii, 10. Thus he sees that if he has committed 
only one sin in his whole life, he is condemned by 
the law as- a transgressor, and is under the cane 
of the law, which says, '' Cursed b every on^ diat 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
die book of the law to do them." Gal. iii, 10. 
''The law is our school-itaster to bring us to 
Christ." Gal. iii, 24. And thus ih^ mner is 
brought to repentance, and directed to Chr&t for 
salvation. He now perceives it will not do to rest 
merely in idle wishes, but he must run and escape 
for his life from the roaring thunders of Monni 
Sinai; he must flee to Calvary for shelter, and 
trust in Jesus as his hiding-place. He inoessaiitly 
cries, with the Syroj^enician woman, " Lord hdp 
me!" and continues to ask, seek, and knoek, 
until God fnlfib his blessed promise,—'' Ye shall go 
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and pray unto tne/ and I :• wfll ^h^ftricen tmio 
you; and ye shall'sedc 'nie^and find tiMy vAiikk 
ye aMl' search for me wit&' all yomr hita^/' 
Jet. xiix, 12, id. - «'• '•■ ••• •''•'...'••. 

WluKt a ddl^iitfel 4»>mbiAatl<»i of blenki^'f^ 
dbcaveilaUe here \ Afihaman mefH is &olaim^,* 
and fiBd&'«nd worics^ twin sisters of heaveiily birth, 
are inseparably connected In the efforts' of the 
sei^ng penitent when sopplibating th^ meroy of 
his Gold in the pardon bf his sins Uirotigh theali- 
otoning metiits of his "bleeding Saviour ; and angeld 
rejoice when God movies With pity to meet his- 
tetoming prodigal. And after all tii^t God hasf 
done ioT man, and promi^ to do for him on bis*' 
Deftom from dn> can any be so wicked as to doubt 
his willingness to save on these conditbns;' or dedy 
the possibility of man's performing snch easy terms 
of salvation ? And who can properly question tlie 
reality of that happy change which passes upon 
the Deliever by ue kind embraces of God's' 
pardoning love!^ Although this operation of < the 
Hoi J Ghost is as incomprehensible l^ men as the 
lindts of the passing wind, yet its effects are 
sensibly felt. Johniii, 8. iuid although many 
should dispute this, yet &e believer is as sensible 
of his happy change and deliverance from the 
bondage of guilt, to the liberty of God's dear 
children, (Rom. viii, 21.,) as tiie blind- man was 
when onr Lord cured him of his bUndness. 
Although he could not comprehend the divine^ 
operation, yet he was as sensible of it as of ^ his 
existence, and said to the Jews that asked him 
questioDs which he had not an oppartunity to 



.Tbi9^ whaitevev Ae 'Chinch of Rome my «iiy: 
against it, is the doctrine of tho gottlel; for .fi^ 
Fiaiil .tolls: tis, that ^'Th«» fa Oymfore no^ no 
c0piijkMMlfc>B ^ (tiiesi who are! in Ohri^ Jesos^ 
wbot^Aotldkr&aflfldi, bol after IheStaritr 
(Bom. viii^ M 4ndAiat ''Bcittgjiisfifiedhy&iih, 
W9 ime peiC9 witb. God, Uuroiigk our Lord 
Jcisps Cb^" Ild«n. y, 1. And St. Johii aajs, 
'^'Heneby know «» A«l wo dwell in ima, and he 
in 119, ti^use he haih ^en as of his Spiiit/' 
1 Jobaiy, 13. This has been the doc<ri9» «f the 
Cbarch.tof Christ in aU ages of the world, for 
EiKK^ walked with God by feidi and obedienoe; 
for which tha apostk tells us that ^' Salbiie hb 
tr^nslfition he bad tUs testimonr, that he pleased 
God/' Hab. &i, d. And all the Old Tetteianl 
Slants eujoyed the knowledge of sehmtion by the 
TfflfiSmon oi sins through the redemption of the 
prmnised Massisdi. And under the gospel dia- 
peofsatiaQ ittiia doctiSBe haa been preached and 
enlprQ^d by the apostlss of Qirist, and all Us 
&ithfi|l iwJBisteffs onto the present day, and shall 
be ciontinued to the and of the woirld. 

It is true, Satan endaavojared to dsown the 
woman by. floods of peneeution, yet God pMaanrad 
W /alive in thb wilderness ; and notwiustanding 
M. the infernal tempests whidi ha¥e been raiaed 
by hia emissaries, they nerer could extingnisk the 
oandia of the gospel, for heaven and earth dbali 
pa^as: away, font Christ's worda shall net paas 
away; ''Li^ I am with jrou alway, aveottato the 
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«nd otf tbe v^rld/' : Matt, xiivii, 20;; ; TUi 
promise has nev«r fiufedi>cf«iM in iha darkest agtoft 
of &ti ehHstiaii ohun^; M CkMk kM abMQ^ 
f^s^rvdd nnt6 hittSdlf a fW who hfive kiot homA 
tho ktiee to iho iMkajge of Baah ''• 

Bveff til iho flfteenth o^aiiu^, wbtftt An bote 
glaring abomiUdtioiiB weiv itfv«ttt0d i^d tfir^litoA 
as Hio'' pedidkl* ^^ Of h«avon, kk' >)rd«r ib 
adoumokto^ mohey atld ddb^ive nfankiad, 'GM 
fevongkf aboui tlkflf^ glddotts^rdibiifiaitiOta' 65^ ^ 
i^unMiewlBlIfy of aa Ati^t^tiiiiaA iVilr,> wiio ard^ 
like a j^kttai^ o«rt of tl^ ad^es c$ otlieiS; ^uM 
iicrtor coiild l^' dMKrcWed bif ft^i vtdtores'of^lkttkari. 
For, in eonitfexioii noilk oth^i«r'hoi^ro^agil«eJPib^ 
doetriii«6 of the gospel^ aad W«k micfeeided lij«i'a 
constelMon of womies, who riiiofia widi ttdctUiar 
lastlfe m die gloomjr vftlW of ih« shadow (» d^atb, 
whefi eBtabHduiig that chureh which liad Christ 
for her foundation, and his law fbt hef rule: die^ 
sealed the troth ^rith their blood. And aldKM^ 
Una churoh is deemed heretical for htiriag tfaHMm 
<tf the yoke of papal tftaamy, ido|iitr|r, and saper- 
afition, her doctrinas are aoeoiding to Ihe wold of 
God; for when Christ savs, ''Ba j^e' hcfly, iot I 
am holy/' we answer mm, saying/ ^Cleanse 
fhon the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiratimi 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may nerfcfeuy love 
tiiee, and worthily magidfy* thy noly name.' ' 
And when this perfect love is enjoyed; die apostle 
aaya, it casts oat fear, and it enables us to obey 
Christ, who says, "If yeloveme,'fcaepmy com- 
mandments." John xlv, 15. This implMs that 
it is not only poesiUe, bal easential, to live withettt 
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4»i for .we jtesire not. to prayi for 
or n<Hk^e99dnti9ls, wlM»>at.thet reading of the De- 
4»Rlog)ae ^0 pmy at thq conalusioii of :6ach com- 
fciiandment, ''Loird. have m&te^ upon: us, and 
incline our hearts to keep this law;'' and at the 
final Qoncbiflkwy ''Write all theee ihj laws in our 
haortsyiwe beseech /Iheeb" Thi9 id agreeable to 
tile .word of God> which saj!8, that the bleSBings 
of.obedieti0a.io Christ are ''Not .written with ink, 
but with the Spirit .of theliving^^ Qod; dot in tables 
of. stone, but in ihe fleshly tebles of the heart" 
2 Cor. ill, 8* And the P«ahnist describes the 
happiness of the just man, \^ saying, '' The law 
of God is in his:hcajrt, andioone of his steps shall 
dide.'^. Psalm :cK;KYiir, 31.. And as the Lord 
ssQrs.by tfli» aposAle, ..'5 Jlcpent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that yoot sins may be blotted out;" 
Acts iii, 19; . we declare that he pardoneth and 
absolve^ all them that tr^ly rep«^t .and un- 
feignedly believe, his. holy, gospel. And as it is 
said: ^' Tto jast shall live by<^^ * ^^ ^ ^y >33an 
draw b^ksnvof soid: shall hav^ no pleasure in 
him;,"' J^y a^,,38.; ,;we.pray, '^Take not. thy 
iioly Spirit .from us." . . ; . 

These are \tbe. tmtiap pf ..the; gospel of Christ, 
aod are-itaught by tb/ftt. church which is called 
Jieretioal by JR^man .Catholics, who neither under- 
stand the import of at least part of their own 
doctrine, nor that which they condemn in othein. 
It is levid^t ijbkat. what they call their Christian 
.Qoctrine^coatuns similair truths, to those already 
.^ted; for, it jteachea.ihe/neqessity of livii^ with- 
out sin, in tha apjoyment of God's lovc^ wmI 
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keeping his law, byidkidg, ^'h it aeoeanu^ lb 
keep Si Goi'a emnmandmeatB?" and' {h«fi'ttls- 
sweiB ''Yes, for by bi^ddng aiiy 6t* fhem, W^ 
deserved damnation. Now, if fUsisthdpiBtteilljf 
el idolatbg any of God's coimwatidhlemaj why 
Adild it l^ said that we cannot live i^rithdui iih? 
as if Geed called us to perform iknpossibiMtfes, ^ laid 
then condemns us for oar msnmciency;- or as. if 
Iiis grace was inadiequats to ova fiMipport. 

^t aithbugh we may he censttred as di^liided 
enthusiasts by the advocates of pui^gfektoiy, for pro^ 
fessing die enjoyment and consolatioifs of the Holy 
Spirit as the gift of €rod, obtained by sinoero 
repentance and &ith in Jesus Christ; yet this 
Christian Doctrine already referred to, seeote to 
say something in lavour of our (»eed, for it asks; 
''Where is the Holy Ghost?" and then answers, 
" Bvery-where, but in a particular manner in the 
souls of Hie just." And again, "What doth &e 
Holy Ghost In the souls Sihbjwsi?** Answer, 
''He sanctifies them with his graces, and as^itef 
Ihcm in their necessities." Now if he diwelb u» 
the souls of the jtist iA a partienlar manner,' i4 
appean very strange thai they should be so in-< 
sensible and indifferent to their wortlnr guest^ a» 
not to know whether he resided with them ov not 
For as it appears' imposnble for animate matter to 
act upon matter ¥dthout sensible contact, '^o is it 
imposfidble for spirit to act upon spirit without in- 
hetient sensibility. Therefore, to* say the* a person 
may have fte ^irit of God, and netknowiiVfa ae 
unreasonable as to say tiiet a pevson may be very 
happy without knowing 'it. O whai^AmUaM* 

k3 
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lip itbay iayplTe tkemoelVjeft in <who depart bom the 
stodanl oC.ibe goepel! ;If tbe Holy. Ghost sanc- 
tify tb9:ljuftti by hu grace; he leaves nothing for 
the. piipsV. holy fWater^ or puigatoiy to do; for m 
he js peifn^tixnaster of hisiotismesB, he will either 
eQOipleta;.th0.wo]:k or resign it, altogether. The 
JUvd.says^; **My grace is sufficient for thee, but 
my Spint.flhall n<>t aitwayB strive with man." 

O ye.BiQi|ian..C!atholK»! can you not see your 
OWb.idoc^teiife. proves that you are made mer- 
ohspdise of by yoar priests? For your Christian 
Doetrine^ as you call it, asks^ '' Who will go to 
heaven?".. and. theiQ^ answers,, "They who keep 
the. conmiaDtdmmts.of Qod, and die in the state oi 
grace/' And yet your priests tell you that you 
moat go to purgatory! If you keep the com- 
mandments of Qipd, ^d die in the state of grace, 
what more cap Qod do for yoiy, pr.you.for him, in 
this hfe? :;Y0t stijyi itseentsyon mustgo to pur- 
gatoiy. Christ :has opened the way to heaven, 
and ofibie.it.fipeely to all, sayingi ''He that will 
eome^ may eotnor' yet the po^ has endeavoiued 
to ^rect toU-bara upon it> epd woe unto them who 
pa$s. without pitying, for they are called thieve% 
robbeiB^ and heroes, for refiising io acknowledge 
the. iescidptiOQ. of his Miler, .wfai(^ is mystery; 
(Rev* xvii, 4*',) and the deipand of hja pocket, 
vehich is .money. ' 

Now; fipomtbeseyie^a of thesysteni of popery, — 
views wWch cannqt be. refuted, — I appeal to the 
world,., ^ anyone .can censure me for d e fie r ti n g 
fipomr ad dangerous a ^ystem^. ^<^weviar . others 
iBaj(i0#ti9alyAtiQn in thfft cfaiircb,' who serve God 
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acooiding to the best of their knowledge, yet I 
saw that there was no salvation for me in it. 
Nothing less than a divine conviction of the truths 
already stated, could ever have caused me to leave 
the Church of Rome, for I remained io it until 
conscience refused to be silent any longer, and 
then ipeitecatioa soon put me to the rout But 
with one of. old I desire to pray, ''Lord, lay not 
this, sin to their charge !'' for being without light, 
'^they know not what they do/' 

But we look forward with hope, that God will 
yet, in the wise order of his providence, by some 
mean^ remove prejudice . and superstition from 
amongst this people, that they may receive the 
scnptures, which will teach diem the truth as it is 
ia Jesus. Then shall they serve God, and walk 
in the. light, even as he is in the lights and have 
fellowship one with another, knowing that. ''.The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son (and not. penance 
oE^pui^tory) cleanseth hem all sm/' 1 John i; 
7^., Then strife and animosity shall cease, and 
all nations and colours shall love God above all 
things, and their neighbours as tiiemselves; The 
Judge of all the earUi will do right, who, at the 
great day of final retribution, shall give unio every 
man aecording to his wotlfai 
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An address to Roman CaiAoHes. 

Having made these few observatioDB, I now 
addrtiis myself to you, my Roman CWicdie fiiends. 
This little work is not intended to itritate, bnt to 
instract you ; and aldioo^ yon may Imagine your- 
selves above seeking knowledge fiom such an in- 
significant source, as you may term it; yet resmem- 
b^ that wherever tnith is to be found, if it be 
foirly fried, it cannot be overturned. Let not 
prejudice to opinions and individaals, or fear of 
being led astray by this work, pravent your giving 
it a iair trial. Exiaroise your reason and jndg- 
nkent; and if your cause be righ^ you need not 
fear' any danger by examination; and if it be 
wrong, ^e sooner you find it out the better. 
Your immortbl souls are of infinite value; thm- 
ft>re<a knowledge of ffae* way by which thej are 
io be saved, ' must be amatter of tibe greateet im- 
portance. God created yon lutional oreatnres, 
tor whidi you mxM be' accountable. Why ften 
shoidd you content yourselves to rest the sanity: of 
that upon the. word of others, for which yon must 
be accountable yourselves ? You are not allowed 
to read the scriptures ; consequently you can know 
but little of the word of God, the word of man 
being all you have for your religious instruction, 
which cannot stand the test when tried by con* 
troversy or otherwise; and then, when yoo see 
your cause £bJ1 to ruin, and are unable to support 
it, yon generally make use of opprobrioos and 
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bsulting language to your opponents, and would 
rather oonclude with a zxHsy clamour, aud un- 
christian language, than have nothing at all to say ; 
and although, by the force of truth, you may 
discover your error, yet your prejudice and super- 
stition, hlown up % .the furious wind of fiery 
resttitment, blast the good, which may be received, 
and drive you .back to your dark retieat. Why 
are you so m^ch afraid ofrcoming to the truth? 
How often to you« fd^o, has ''the word^ of sidvar 
tion" been seni?. And atill. you reject it before 
you have tried what; it is, because you differ in 
opimoii with ihofle'by whoqa it is offeKod. You 
aie T^aiy to condude without any hesitation or 
research, asking — '' Can any tiling be good which 
comes from these peopite?'' 

Some of you «re as mudi. afraid of the bible, as 
yo^ would be of aiji e^emy of the most dangerous 
kind. How sham0fMl> as well as dangerous it is, 
iA.thi? age of the w:orld, that you, who ddlyour- 
selviBs christians, should not only be igdorant of 
the' so^ptu^es, but have an aversion _to Ihem ! 
And ;this you imbibe almost from your in^^njcy ; 
which you cannot. d^ny; for I speak fifom ex- 
perience, as the following relation of a simple fact, 
which occurred in my own life, can prove. . When 
I was a boy, at school, I one day looked into a 
Primer in which were a considerable number of 
wood cuts representing various objects, one of 
which was in die form of a book, and underneath 
it appeared these . words^rr-'' The Holy .Bible/' 
I c)<^ed the book with aveision to whfit I had 
seeni and uttered word^ to myself too wicked it) 
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W wlaidA, against did> Mble^ of vMch I knew 
nothing^ more than thai I thought k was ftibe and 
dangerous, because it belonged to protestants, 
who I diought could not be saved unless Ifaey 
became Roman Catholics. 

To whom is the cause of this gross ignorance of 
Hie best of knowledge acnongBt you to be attributed, 
but to your piiests, who keep you in the dark, 
that they may make nferdmndise ctfaa, and use 
you s» they please? But this will not excuse 
you If yon perserere in ignorance; for *' light is 
come into the world," and if yon negleelf to seek 
ity or lisfose to i«oei?e it when ofl^red fk>- ywi; 
no apology for i^orance' can be aivailable at liie 
jodgment^seat of ChriM; for be may say te 
you, — ''I have called, and ye refused; I have 
ttretehed out my hand^ and no man regarded; 
but ye have set at nought ali' my counsel, and 
worid none of my reproof: I aiso will laugh at 
your calamity; I wiU inook vAten your hex com- 
eth." Plov. i, 34, 26, 20. This is your ''eon- 
demaaticn, that light is eeme mto the world;" 
and siiB ye "love darkness' rather than li^t" 
Your danger is described, the way of aSeity 
pointed.ottt to yon, as strong as the nund can con- 
ceive, or language express; and yet you w91 not 
believe these things^ though the voice of God from 
heaven gave testimony 6t them: for what more 
can be done to reveal the will of Heaven to man, 
than by giving to him the scriptures? Were an 
angel from heaven to descend to reveal the will of 
God to the human race, we have cause to flank 
he would bring the blMe m his himd, and miSme 
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U k watten in Arb book." So if you wiU not 
hetf^ .helievei, and ob^ what God says to you in 
hiB . .wxkften wcHid, you hav« no other way of 
k«omiig his witi concerning you, and your duty 
towards him; your ease is awfiiL May God 
open your eyea to see your lost condition ! 

Vott may iio<i^ be ready to say, ''we get a 
sufficient kiauoBriedge of the scriptures throng the 
medium «l4)ur pastors/' This is a vain apology. 
Wiieii .or wheeedo you receive such instrucftion ? 
Sorely not in a. Latia oiass, — not in an harangue 
about penanoe, warning against heretics, and the 
Beading of the scriptures; not in private confessioa, 
wh^re more ihan half the subject is your own* 
Where, tben, do you §et this instruction ? for I 
cannot find out the time or place of it; and I 
bfeow AS mueb of the system as you. Your 
pastos will take good oare that the wondoful 
opimoB which you have, of their extraordinary 
povfM*, and tibe subjection which you are under to 
th«m, fiiiaU not be disturbed by scriptural instruc- 
tion : for which reason you are ignorant of God 
and of yourseliras, and look more to the power of 
the priests than ito that of Jesus Christ; because 
they pveach themselves^ and not Christ. They 
tdl you wliat great power was left to the apostles, 
and that the same powei is handed down to them. 
This makes* you believe firmiy thatxthqr can do 
i^niost «By thing; and aldiough you cannot be- 
lieve the gospel, because those whom you call 
heoretics do so, yet you are ready to leeeive every 
iiqioit of miiaclas performed by prieats; and al- 
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tliou^ you were not prdseDt at the peifoimanoe 
of these supposed miracleB, yet you believe in tiie 
reports of them as finnly as you believe in yoar 
existence. Many instances of this kind occiured 
in the neighbourhood of my first acquaintanoe, 
one of which I here beg leave to insert. 

The parish priest of that plaoe was held in high 
estimation, on account of the superior povi^er as- 
cribed to him by his dupes, for healing diseaaesy 
both of man and beast, inflicted by witehes and 
fairies. The superstitions people supposed some 
of these imaginary diseases were easily cored by 
''the blessed priest,'' as they called him; and 
those who did not obtain a cure> were said not to 
have faith enough in the priest. His hme was 
soon diffused amongst the unenlightened populace, 
who flocked to his dwelling, from various quarters, 
for expected rdief, when dbey became the subjeots 
of affliction ; and whether their cures were effected 
or not, some of the most wonderful stories were 
current about the miracles which were wrought 
by the priest. At one time it was said that he 
was invited by the military officers to dine with 
them in the mess-room, which invitation he ac- 
cepted. This happened to be on a Friday, and 
they had no fish, which seemed to make the 
priest s dinner uncomfortable, as he could not eat 
any kind of animal food on that day. Some of 
the gentlemen apologized to the priest for the mis- 
take; but he said, ''nevermind;" and spreading 
a handkerchief over his plate, he uttered a fow 
words to himself, raised his handkerchief agam, 
and there inunedlately appeared a beaotifiil plate 
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of fish, cooked and ready for eating*! This lying 
account circulated throughout dif&rent parts, and 
I saw men who offered to give their oath that 
such a miracle was performed hy the priest, al- 
though they never saw it, neither could it be 
ascertained that ever the priest dined with the. 
officers, mu<^ less that he performed such a 
miracle. 

These and such-like are part of the ** Signs and 
lying wonders'' which acccHupany the power of 
antichrist, ''Whose coming is after the working 
of Satan;" (2 Thes. ii, 9;) ''deceiving, and being 
deceived/' 

You may think that I am too harsh in my 
observations on these things ; but I consider myself 
your friend in this matter. I see your danger: 
smooth work will be of no service to you; for 
those who are heavy sleepers, require a loud noise 
to awake them ; and the case is more urgent when 
an awfiil precipice is discovered, into which they 
are in danger of falling. If you continue to reject 
Jesus Christy he will reject you and deny you 
before his Father and his holy angels; and you 
cannot deny your rejection of him. You rely on 
your own good works, your acts of mortification 
and penance, to atone for your sins, and not on 
Christ; you pray to the Virgin Mary, and the 
saints, and not to Christ, to plead for you in 
troubles and dangers ; you look to the priest, and 
not to Christ, to deliver you; and you expect 
puigatory, and not Christ, to cleanse you from 
all sin. 

What an awful rejection of the Son of God is 

L 
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this^ 'wfaen human inventions and lying «woaden 
are preferred to Ilim! Your priests pretend to 
make him of bread and wine vrhieh they oooie- 
crate, and tell you they are his real body and blood, 
soul and divinity, although you cannot disoover 
any visible change in the elenoenta, for ibcy re- 
main bread and wine still. But yoa ask "Has 
not God power to work this miracle?" Yes; 
but God never employs his power to work in- 
oonsistenciesi neither can a miracle be peilbmwd 
which is not evident to the sosses ; fi>r it is a visible 
change which passes upon some object wrought 
by supernatural power. For instance: when our 
Lovd changed the waster into wine^ at the marriage 
feast in Cana of Galilee^ it was real wine, and 
not the shadow or figure of it; for the governor of 
the feast said, when he had drank, — *' livery noMii 
at the begmmng doth set forth good wine, and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is 
wone; but thou hast kept the good wine until 
now." John ii, 10. When he raised Lazarus 
fix»m the dead, it was really Lazarus, and not his 
form or appearance merely; for he afierwaids 
walked with Jesus, and the Jews sought to kill 
him, becanse many, who had seen the mifade, 
believed on Christ. When he stayed the ra^ng 
tempest, his power was visible to those who wete 
in the ship, for they exckumed^— '' What manner 
of man is this, that even Hie winds and the sea 
ob^ him !" 

Thus we find that all miracles must be evident 
to the senses ; but the supposed miracle of Iran* 
substantiation is diflbrent to this, for it leaves yoa 
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bread and wine stiil. How can you suffer ybur- 
aelws to be 9o> far deceived by the mystery of 
ini^ty, sod renounce your reason and senses, to 
brieve the doctnne of men, and renounce the 
doctrine of Christ, because it diflM from your 
w&y of proceeding! Yoar foolish and wicked 
praefloe of pmying to saohts and angels, ako di»> 
konoon Jesus Christ, who; is treated by yon as 
linweortfay of your attention^ or unsafe io be relied 
upop'whfD'Viau.loedc 1o his servants to hdp you, 
and noiitahiipi^ - . 

But ifeavinffithe'wkkednass of this and^ obsen^e 
tbafooliBhiie^afitc Angsk are nditherpiBBisoient 
nor ombiprtent'; cdnsequmilly ihe^ cannot know 
ydalr need, nhlesB< they are personally present with 
yoiiy tos^e it^atdhear of it ; &r a fiiutte being ean 
only be in ona plaee <at one and -i&m same time. 
Ubs yiigjin^MBryiii prated to in'thd fbnr quarteis 
of tb&'|^kib^9 aad as Jie cannot be jq ail these 
phtteB^i(^ei^ «bsi -ie ealkd ufion at the same time, 
voitie peraoMB may ery in vaioi, as -she neither heare 
ibenl «or< knows what tiiey need. cOther saints, 
wtee eprijenoe in Hib wpndcoald never be found 
iwrt, iaie palajneri tKK These are Imagmairy saints ; 
«d the ipmyfrs' offend to them, and answers from 
Ibeni, most' be tmagiriaiy also, and as 'frmitleBs as 
ihe ^nries' of dio pitertts of Baal. ' But supposing 
theae saints <1o>'v;^hom you pay to be attentive 
at ydur oali, .Ifai^ tbmgs which you aak are 
nfft ^i^ to- 'give;- and tiley know more of this 
ways of: God; ithan to obey your folly, in in^ 
terceding'fariyoav'ias'thoy would not intrude on 
Ae^offiee 6f Chnst. 
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Such is the folty of praying to saints and angels. 
But saints ate ncit only worshipped by praying 
to them, biki, ahoi, days ase set apart, called 
hoiy days, for their particular seiwice. These 
days are j^ublished on the sabbath preceding each 
of them; and although «ome of you should foif^ 
to be sober' and peaceable, yet you ivill not forget, 
as yon say, to.'* Keep the holiday.'' You go to 
Mass oil sonto- o£ these dsiys,* and as.soeiiias itn 
over, some' of you /go to idehooses, . and ispitad yoar 
time, money, and senses, in ^' Keeping ibe noli«- 
day }^' otheiB ^gd) to* piaeea of public /wickedness; 
such as ganllfling, -hoiae^races, i coeknfighls, and 
other erimiDal ptisuits/ Wiiat rgreat etil' is oct* 
^asioned by th6 observance ci tiiese'dayii Idola- 
tB^ is icdrafiuHed by . dedicaiiiigi . the iday» of : the 
JLord toithe worship of faiscreaitiii|Bs; bis command* 
mentiis disregairded, inlwhkib hie .leaves oo apology 
for the appoiritment or c^Mervance of<theee days, 
sajring, ''Sixdaysshalt thou laboar.'- lYou may 
be ready! to say» ihait ^^This .eomnsndment is 
limited^ ds« there ore inaiDy it. the^twoirld mh^ do 
inot lab6nr •on any daiy ; andL ifi aevi Aoy^ cannot 
break' the sabbath; . But this coikiinandi]|ient is net 
limited; .for God never made any- ipenon • to be 
adle:eTei!y oike of matnnty and rtoton, skouM 
oooupy flomeoffi6e in whiiih thpy iinaty be useM. 

You may again ask, '' Ir inoi/tho obaervanoe of 
Christaaas^day and Geod^Friday, .amongit fvo- 
testaftits, a violation (^•ibis eommaqdment, as well 
as the keepingi of. holidays by Roman Catholics?" 
I aniswer, no; no more than the changing of the 
sabbath from the last to the fiiai day of Uie week; 
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(Matt, xxriii, 1;) for it is done not in honour 
of any saints but of Jesus Christ. Good-Friday 
is observad in oommemoration of his birth^ his 
floflferings, and death ; and the change of the sah- 
faath, of hk resnniaetion. Another evil ocoa^oned 
by the dedication of days to. the service of saints, is 
idleness : work is neglected, money is spent^ and 

Sverty is the natural resalt thereaf, besides, the 
iionoor of God by idolatry, and sometiineft the 
&tarbanse of the peace by im^wralify ; and a(H 
iius is ooeasioned by ** Keeping the holiday/' 

Above all the supentitioas praetioes by wldeh 
you are enslaved, tne prohibition of the use of 
flesh^meat on Fridays, Saturdays, and rogation- 
days, is the mmi strictly obwmed, and oour 
sotentiously attended to. You would vkdate the 
commandments of God with far less sense of guilt, 
than you woold thisoemmandment oS your dburoh. 
I have heard some glory in the shame of iatoiiioa> 
tion, and boast how much liqudics they could 
drink at onee; and yet these very persons would 
(dmest submit to saiffiir martyrdom rather than 
eat meat on a Friday. ^What a wicked inooa- 
sisteney is here ! The commandments of God are 
violated and disregarded, whilst Ihe command- 
ments of men, which are in direct opposition to 
his» are strictly attended to. This abstinence 
from meat is a visible mark of that apostacy and 
heresy of which St. Paul speaks, by the Spirit of 
prophecy, when writing to Timotny, saying,*--*- 
'* Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in ihe 
latter times some shall depart from tho &ith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 

l3 
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devils ; speakingt Ues in hypocruiy ; having their 
eonscienee seared with a hot iron;' forhiddiii^ to 
marry, cindi bobamanding to.atetain from meats, 
which God^ibaih created to^bb : received with 
thanksgiving /of them which belieRre and know the 
tru^/' I Tihkiv,' 1/2/3. > • i ; . 

i Yoa oandot deny i&attthis proj^heey answers 
wtdllr tbi the . iconduct ' of ,ydur own* ^ jclergy, who, 
ebntraory to '&^: design of God, wickedly forliid 
iflie» marriage of fwiests, frian^, monks, tad nm», 
and command you /' to abstain fikHik meatir which 
Obd'hath ereated to botidoetved with lAiaDkB^ving 
ei ibem wluch believe .and know the truth; for 
eveopy creatuce.of.God is.good,. and oothing to be 
refused^ < if it « bo xebeived* witii tbaaksgiVmg : ' ' that 
is^: eve^y creaiiiie which God. has made for man's 
nouriahment^ is good for. that ptopose, and to be 
thankfully yritoeived.wheiieiiei^^ii&eeesBary for the 
support of hnman hfe; and i^othing of that sort is 
at any time to be itefilsed^ rejected or despised, on 
ieucconnt oi dfiys -or seasons. Although God has 
coihmaiided these things to be received, yet it ap- 
peals that the pope thinks he.can do as he pleases; 
for in some seasons of Lent he gives you Uberty to 
eat meat on certain days, and on others none at 
all. This is something like '* Sitting in the temple 
of God, shewing himself that he is God." You 
bdiieve him rather than Jesus Christ, who says, 
*' Not that which goeth into the mou^ defileth a 
man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, 
this defileth a man. But those things which pro> 
ceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart, 
and they defile the man ; for out of the heart pro- 
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ceed 6?tl thon^htB) 'muhiers, adultori^ fcHrniMt'^ 
tious, tfaefltey |i&6 witaesfi/ blasphemies r these are 
the ihingsi whiob defile a man/' Msti. xv, xi; 
18^ 10, 20. But some of yod would oommtt 
most of these evils with an easier mind than you 
would disobey the pope, or violate yonr supevsti- 
tioas prinbijpbs, by eatinjg; meat on a Friday/ 
although Christ has declared that such doed not 
defile aimaii. ' ; 

You may no^ b« ?eady to use yoar old argit- 
meni^ and say, '* If virhat-.gbes into lihe mo^ 
doea not d4file a man, then it «ah be no evil^to get 
into:siaated, :or take a dfaoght of poison/' This 
is silty reasoning! May not any pevsonin the 
exercise of common sense know that God ni^tidf 
designed food to be taken to excess, nor prison to 
be ^en for food? for Christ sppke in direct re*- 
ference to the victuals taken i for the support (tf the 
body, when he uttered the words in question. 

Yoii may foriher ai^e by laying — " It is pot 
in eating meat that the ^l is, but in bi^akiii^the 
commandment : it was not in the fruit that ^mki 
found the evil, but iu disobeying the law/' You 
cannot plead your cause from this point, as 
Adam's case and yours are quite different in this 
matter. He had God's commandment, but you 
have the pope's, which is without true foundation 
or authority, and contrary to the will of God, 
who has declared that such food as be has ap*- 
pointed for the use of man, when taken in mo^ 
deration, at any time, does not defile him; and 
those who eat without scruple in refermcetO'ldbd 
or time, are said to' "Believe and* know the 
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tiwib;V. (1 Tira. iv, 3. ;) wJiikfc^bose who fiarbid 
U. &ro d^^al6d to be such as ''depart from the 
fluitb^ giving heed to a^duciog sf^irils^ and dootrioes 
fC dmls/' And be whcr wams bis brother or 
feUp^ereaitnre of the e^ of theaa ihin^ is 
calM ^'Oigiood mioi9ter of J«aus Cfarifli> ooariahed 
Utt lA Ibe; wordi^ of faiths aiid of good doctrine, 
wbeyeuotQt he has atta^MJd/^ 

St. Paul exhorts you to "refuse piofaDe and 
o)4.wivt9s' ibUes^. and exencisd ^rouraabres rather 
^p^ godJ&ieaa.'" I^y aaide the lefewb of the 
JM^aaali and embiaca the tmths:, fif iha BiMe: 
^y the oompiapdmmitBi of God, aod not tibe 
Mpamaodiaiwts of man . which am. oooixvty to 
tm^ Qlnd safety. 

f Dory^Q not see the sandy foundatioo on whioh 
you w^buildilkgt and the. fidse pflops by which 
you isnpport your edifiee? I have endeavoored to 
shew. you youv ertor and danger, so far as simple 
easpeif 9ioe aad « knowledge of divine truth have 
enabled: me. You see my sin^ reasoning, and 
stBOiag prdofii from smpture/; you cannot deny or 
n^te them ; and if you disr4;Bffi, or endeavour 
to djabeliev«i,( what is hem laid down to you, you 
afetN vrilfiiUy culpable, and must be aeeountable 
fof the knowledge you might have veoetved. You 
Dsst the salialion of your soul upon mere shadows, 
which' can never support you. Your works can 
nev^ atone for yonr 8iiM,-^the priaat cannot for- 
gif^ them,-*'Hmppofled puigatcHry cannot deansfi 
them; and if you die in them, God declares that 
where he is yon can never come; and still you run 
the race of supoatition till you reach the end, 
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where yoii meet with the last applieaiioii"of yoiiT 
errors in extreme ui^tion, which yoUri catechism 
says is a '' SiELcrament administered to ydu'atthe 
time of your death, to strengthen you against the 
temptations of the devily and help you to die 
well;" .*■-. ' •'^ 

fiat let ds >see hbw 'widely the ApGetie dififers 
with you in the meaning, of Ihe text on whieh yott 
endeavour to found this dbqtrine. • Theiiext is 
thi^ : : '' Is aiiy sick ainong you? Ut 'him ckSL for 
the elders of the chuvdi; and let them jpray 'oVer 
him, anointiBg him with oil 'in tibe^name of the 
Lord ; and the prayer of £Edth shall sairo the eSckiy 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if h6 have 
committed skis, they shall 'h^ foigivmi himl^' 
Jas. t, 14, 15. Tbsit a ilatulvbl cure of bodily 
disease is here intended by the application' of the 
oil here mentionedy is evident :: itike ;Jews imbde 
frequent use of it in tiie cure' of diseases and 
wounds^ and' it is to tliis custom ihoit '^'iJanioi 
refers. In Judea, oil was/celebiated foi^ it^slmai 
tlve qilaliities, so -fliat IliBllnliabitanlfi sceirocAy 'i^er 
tbolc a journey, witilidnt i^ifeurrySng^ioB^^Hdi diiBmSc 
for instance, see fhet;dwW therigadd'Shmdriten 
v^o poured oil intd the !wodiid9'ofihinL<p{hd 'fell 
among thieves. Luke x, 34/ Tiiib dll wafc and 
is freqw&oAj used in the^ Bast as d meiaiis of !dulte 
in very daligerous' diseose&; and it Egypt it: is 
often: used ih the curiB of the pkgiie..f / Thk) oil 
the apostle directed to bd applied fc^'ithe.ielMffof 
the body, - and the ps&yer < of ifaith . feto thei ! souIl 
How> widbly do y6ur;'<pi^is dShr iwith >ihe 

f See Dfi Adam 1[^ke'^«(ete^oi»i}ai]k0iv,14^i<i5« • 
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•lioide on ibis pofot ! He orders ih» sick person 
to be anointed in rdfisrema to his ovre^ but ihey 
anoint tiie siek inihe a^Mues of deaths when there 
is not Hbfi best hope of his raoovery, and never 
administer thai sacmment, as it is called, while 
there is any hope of life. St. James orders this 
aodnting for the core of the body, but they apply 
it tot the/cma x>f the* soid ; in reference to wmcfa 
iiSQ>of ii/Bi James gires no difedions; and what 
of Use far|^fenes9»oCisiBs/ is to be referred io 
J9ni |iii{fQi^i wliicb an* oAen iiie means of 
Mfetonng lost' ilMdth; and* pravishting prematane 
d*aih» irhsn nMtuhd miain the most akffially nsad 
hatviheeiiiBeiees;' iHenoe it k evident that oH is 
of.nosemQetD the soni, birt the prayer of faith; 
^Rdnob {N'ovesthat St Jamas^ uno€on and your 
aktAsnna nnetioii ase eSsealiaUy difieroit. We 
filnd'ihttt^lhe disciples, osed this oil as a natural 
lamedy .iai healing diseases, not esertmg the 
mimitnlaaB poMrer whieh'thegr had in the ^ of 
healing' but in eases where natnral means wave 
ineffoiteaL Wa read that they *' cast out many 
danli^ slMiaaoiqled wi& oil aiiiny thaA were sMr, 
and healed themw'' MbA^ 13. 
! It appears that iUs gift of healing was given W 
One LokI to ioB disciples^ net only for ihe benefit 
o£)thh> a£BsBted, but also'«as a coi^firmitioa oi the 
anthoHlty of Aefar nuaneii, and the truth of the 
doctrine whiidi> Ihey pihacdied ; and as oil was 
onttMOionly used -amoqgst Urn- Jews, and was good 
&r tha natarai odre of djssfpss, ■ it was neoessaiy 
ibat .iti riiooli.aceonqHinyt th<9 nolraenlbuB gift of 
healng.! But iha ffl s|s J bwag saficienltly con- 
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finned, this gift of htfaliiig has oeas«d, and ib^e^ 
with the rite of anointing., Therefore your priests 
have DO authority to keep up thn ceremony, 
unless they have a miraoulous power to restore the 
sick to health, which they have oot 

Your catechism telk you that this anointing 
''stongthens you at the time of your deaths 
against the temptatioos of the devil, and helps you 
to die well/' But St. James says *' The prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raifi« him up ; and if he have committed sins, ihey 
shall be forgiven hixn^" It appears evident, tha^ 
the sins here mentioned are some particular ones, 
which might have occasioned the disease j for the 
apostle mentions no period of time when such a 
person was in the favour of God, and then "fell 
from his steadfastness" into open sin. Why then 
does he enquire ''If he have committed sins," 
when ''all have sinned and eo'me short of the 
glory of God," if he does not refer to some cer- 
tain sins which might be the occasion of the 
affliction, which are said to be forgiven, on this 
occasion, not by the eldei^, but by &e mercy and 
power of God, in answer to " the prayer of tealh. ?" 
Hence the sdns which might have drawn down 
affliction upon the person in question being re- 
mitted, the disease was also removed thus: where 
the sickness was by way of chastisement, the 
healing was a public testimony of God's forgive- 
ness. Thus the cause had to be removed before 
the ef^t coqld c^ase. We find that in the mi« 
raculons restoration to health under the powerful 
hand of Christ> the sin of the party is gmerally 
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said to be foi^ven, and tiuB also befin?e the rnirade 
was wrought on the, body. It is evident that this 
pretended sacrament has no snp^rt ai all from 
the writings of St. James or any other, but is a 
mere empty piece of priestcraft. 

Eatreme unction is considered by you ^nd your 
pastors to be indispensably necessary to salvation ; 
and yet it is never administ^ed to criminals under 
sentence of death. If it .is necessaiy for the 
benefit of the soul, why withhold it from them 
who are in. as much need of it in that case as any 
other dying persons ? This proves you deficient in 
your. sKsheme of difference with the apostle's in- 
tention in the use of the oil he recommended. 
But although you have not a sound leg to stand 
upon in defence of extreme unction, still you con- 
tinue to practise it. How awfiil to contemplate 
your conduct respecting thb false ceremony! 
Some of you run on in your sins during (he coune 
of your life, and expect to be saved at last by this 
winch some call ''the benefit of the clergy." 
Accordingly, when you are going to die, and, as 
your people generally say, when ''you can be no 
woree' and live, the word is, — "send for the 

C' st" He comes, and gives you what you have 
n long trusting to: you and your friends then 
rest in hope of your salvation, however refractory 
your life may have. been. And still it appears 
that the work is not finished; for after you die, 
one or more masses are celebrated for you, in 
order to deliver you out of purgatory j and your 
friends must pay the priest for thus deceiving you ! 
O! how long will you continue to be thus led 
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astray^ andsul^ your immortal souls to be the 
mevchandise oi men ! O ! how I feel for you ! 
I. onbe was as blind as you are, until God by lua 
word and SjHrit opened- my. eyes> and changed 
my .heart. The, same way of safety and hap-' 
pihees lies open to you. . Come and try it> for 
yiMiiselves ; read- the holy Sciipturesy whioh can 
niake y6a •'* Wise* liunto salvation through fiedih 
whidi is in Christ J^s.'' 2 Tim. iii, 15. 

: 14:18 well worth your consideration to. exAmine. 
whether you are right or w^Ong: your precious 
opjwrUuiities for this will • soon be. for ever .at ^ 
end,; and as* you cannot t^ll how sootiy the sooner 
you set to work, the better. ' Yoii: are' fast hasten^ 
iiig down the stream of time, and ere. long ybu^ 
will be launched Into the ocean of eternify, 
whence you.can nev^ retum to make any pro*, 
vision for mistakes; \\ is. better to find out your 
error and danger now> when you can escape from 
them, than when it Imay be for ever too late* 
Far be it from ine. to think that no Roman 
Catil^olics go to heaveh. Should this chaige be 
laid against me, I deny it. But one thing I will 
maintain, that your doctrine can never lead- you 
there. The kind of characters who I believe may 
be savM out of yout communion,* I am not dis- 
posed to describe. Sin is the cause kA every scar- 
row in this life; and to those who finally perse- 
vere in it, everlasting punishment in the next. It 
is equally pernicious wherever it is found, but a 
deliverance from it is free for all. To tibis you 
are invited, as an efiectual remedy against sin and 
error, and as the source of eternal happiness. Christ 

M 
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sem to aH, ''Come unto me;'' not to the Virgin 
Maiy, or to any saint, but f'to me, and I will 
give yon rest." He dsclaies hims^ to be both 
willing and suflldeat to save you, if yon come to 
him ; and should any of you by ibis time be so 
&r enli§^tened and happily made vnlfing to be 
saved by the gospel, as to inquire how you may 
come to Christ, — ^yoii are exhorted to ^ky aside 
every weight, and the sin which dbth so easily 
beset you, and run with patience the race thai is 
set before you." Pray to God to give you trae 
repentance^ and grace to forsake and abhor sin : 
view what Christ has done to redeem yon, and 
consider how willing he is to save you* Exerdse 
fidtfa in his promises : arise like the prodigal, and 
come, just as yon are, to God for men^ and par- 
don through tne merite of Christ's atonement; and 
he wbo has promised that whosoever oometh unto 
him he will in no»wise cast out, will receive you, 
pardon your rins, and make you happy in hn 
love. All thb, and more, he is waiting to do for 
you ; and it needs not any long time to acoonqplish 
it, for he says " Now is the accepted time^— >if0w 
is the day of salvation." 

Accept of offered mercy, and God vrill receive 
you; he will "guide you by his counsel, and 
afkerwards receive you to glory." 



BRRATUM.— Id page 67, for VanUe Adorvm$y read 
Vtmiie Adorfmut. 
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